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The following steps must be taken if any suspected human remains are found in the activity area:  

1. Discovery:  

• If suspected human remains are discovered, all activity in the vicinity must cease immediately to 

ensure minimal damage is caused to the remains; and,  

• The remains must be left in place, and protected from harm or damage.  

 

2. Notification:  

• Once suspected human skeletal remains have been found, the Coroners Office and the Victoria 

Police must be notified immediately;  

• If there is reasonable grounds to believe that the remains could be Aboriginal, the DSE Emergency 

Co-ordination Centre must be immediately notified on 1300 888 544; and  

• All details of the location and nature of the human remains must be provided to the relevant 

authorities.  

• If it is confirmed by these authorities that the discovered remains are Aboriginal skeletal remains, 

the person responsible for the activity must report the existence of the human remains to the 

Secretary, Department of Victorian Communities in accordance with s.17 of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006.  

 

3. Impact Mitigation or Salvage:  

• The Secretary, after taking reasonable steps to consult with any Aboriginal person or body with an 

interest in the Aboriginal human remains, will determine the appropriate course of action as required 

by s.18(2)(b) of the Act.  

• An appropriate impact mitigation or salvage strategy as determined by the Secretary must be 

implemented (this will depend on the circumstances in which the remains were found, the number 

of burials found and the type of burials and the outcome of consultation with any Aboriginal person 

or body).  

• While opportunities to avoid impacting on a burial that may be discovered during the activity may 

be limited, it is important to explore opportunities to minimise disturbance to the remains through 

unnecessary exposure or disinterment.  

 

4. Curation and further analysis:  

• The treatment of salvaged Aboriginal human remains must be in accordance with the direction of 

the Secretary.  

 

5. Reburial:  

• Any reburial site(s) must be fully documented by an experienced and qualified archaeologist, clearly 

marked and all details provided to AV;  

• Appropriate management measures must be implemented to ensure that the remains are not 

disturbed in the future.  

 




