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Welcome  

Welcome to this Meeting of the Port Phillip 
City Council. 

Council Meetings are an important way to 
ensure that your democratically elected 
representatives are working for you in a fair 
and transparent way. They also allow the 
public to be involved in the decision making 
process of Council. 

About this meeting 

There are a few things to know about 
tonight’s meeting. The first page of tonight’s 
Agenda itemises all the different parts to the 
meeting. Some of the items are 
administrative and are required by law. In 
the agenda you will also find a list of all the 
items to be discussed this evening. 

Each report is written by a Council officer 
outlining the purpose of the report, all 
relevant information and a 
recommendation. Council will consider the 
report and either accept the 
recommendation or make amendments to 
it. All decisions of Council are adopted if 
they receive a majority vote from the 
Councillors present at the meeting. 

 

Public Question Time 

Provision is made at the beginning of the 
meeting for general question time from 
members of the public. Questions 
relating to a topic on the agenda are not 
permitted during this time but can be 
asked prior to the discussion of that item. 

If you would like to ask a question during 
Public Question Time, please fill in the 
blue ‘Do You Wish to ask a Question or 
make a Public Comment’ form located 
outside the chamber and give it to the 
Administrative Officer. 

Public Comment / Question 

Any person who has made a written 
submission on an item and requested 
that she or he be heard in support of that 
written submission pursuant to section 
223 of the Local Government Act will be 
entitled to address Council. 

If you would like to address the Council 
and / or ask a question on any of the 
items being discussed tonight, please fill 
in the blue ‘Do You Wish to ask a 
Question or make a Public Comment’ 
form located outside the chamber and 
give it to the Administrative Officer. 

When your item is being discussed the 
Chairperson will call your name and ask 
you to address the Council. The length of 
time available to each speaker will be at 
the Chairpersons discretion. 
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 PORT PHILLIP CITY COUNCIL 
ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 

To Councillors 

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of the Port Phillip City Council will be 
held in Port Melbourne Town Hall on Wednesday, 7 August 2019 at 6.30pm. At their 
discretion, Councillors may suspend the meeting for a short break at 8pm and 10pm as 
required. 

AGENDA 
1 APOLOGIES  

2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Port Phillip City Council held on 17 July 2019. 

3 DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  

4 PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS .......................................................................... 5  

5 SEALING SCHEDULE  
Nil 

6 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  

7 COUNCILLOR QUESTION TIME  

8 PRESENTATION OF CEO REPORT ........................................................................ 9    

9 PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY  
We Embrace Difference, and People Belong  

9.1 Community Grants Program 2019-20 Recommendations for Funding 
Supplementary Report 1...................................................................... 65   

10 TRANSPORT AND PARKING 
We are Connected and it’s Easy to Move Around   
Nil  

11 SUSTAINABILITY 
We Have Smart Solutions for a Sustainable Future   

Nil  
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12 PLANNING 
We are Growing and Keeping our Character   

Nil  

13 ARTS, CULTURE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
We Thrive by Harnessing Creativity   

Nil  

14 ORGANISATIONAL PERFORMANCE 
Our Commitment to You  

14.1 Outcomes of the Audit and Risk Committee Meeting ........................... 71 
14.2 Proposed Discontinuance of Road Abutting 24 Dundas Place Albert 

Park..................................................................................................... 75 
14.3 Proposed Discontinuance of Road Abutting 285-287 Inkerman Street 

and 3-7 Nelson Street, Balaclava ........................................................ 89 
14.4 Proposed Tenancy Agreement - South Melbourne Life Saving Club . 105   

15 NOTICES OF MOTION  
Nil 

16 REPORTS BY COUNCILLOR DELEGATES    

17 URGENT BUSINESS  

18 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS .................................................................................. 118 
The information contained in the following Council reports is considered to be Confidential 
Information in accordance with Section 77(2)(a) and Section 89(2) of the Local Government 
Act 1989 (as amended). 
 

18.1 Gasworks Theatre Seats Tender    
18.2  South Melbourne Market Cleaning and Waste Management Contract 
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3. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
 
4. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 
 

Item 4.1 Keep Council-Funded Childcare in Port Phillip 
 

A petition created online through change.org was submitted to Council on 26 July 2019 by a 
local resident. At the time of preparation of this report, the online petition contained 1235 
signatures. 
 

The Petition states the following:-  
Council-funded children's centres in the City of Port Phillip are currently under threat. In 
September, Council will make a decision whether or not it will continue to fund childcare 
centres under the current model, or allow Private and Not-For-Profit (NFP) centres to take 
over. In some cases, suggestions have been made to re-use existing council childcare 
buildings for other purposes. If this happens, we will see Council remove up to $2m of 
funding which it currently provides to support young, local, families living in the area. 
Additionally, Community Alliance of Port Phillip member Ann Byrne stated that there was no 
guarantee that NFP groups would be able to take over all of the council-run Children's 
centres. 

The below centres would be affected by this change: 

• Clark Street Children's Centre 
• Ada Mary A'Beckett Children’s Centre 
• Bubup Nairm Children's Centre 
• North St Kilda Children's Centre 
• Coventry Children's Centre 
• Barring Djinang Kindergarten 

• Elwood Children’s Centre 

How will this affect us? 
The casualties of this proposed policy change are significant and wide-reaching. If this policy 
goes ahead, we can expect more pronounced social strata in our community, along with 
direct impacts on the following special-interest groups. Whom of which, are mostly women 
and children. 

• Childcare workers - Childcare workers in these centres may find themselves out of a 
job, or employed in inferior working conditions in private centres where driving down 
employment costs is integral to their bottom line. 

• Vulnerable families - families living on the margins of poverty in the City of Port Phillip 
will be unable to afford the additional costs that private or NFP centres would burden 
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them with. Or, worse, the centre becomes defunct and non-existent so local access to 
childcare is removed entirely. 

• Children from disadvantaged backgrounds - Will no longer have access to 
childcare facilities in the important early years, whom of which promote active 
lifestyles, curiosity through learning, social development and nutritionally-balanced 
meals as aligned with a national standards framework. 

• Parents returning to the workforce - (particularly women) - The gender pay gap 
already creates a barrier for women wanting to go back to work after having a child. 
Increased childcare costs will only make this more unattainable. According to an 
OECD report from 2017, children from Australia are less likely to participate in formal 
childcare between the ages of 0-2, "reflecting and limiting the extent to which 
Australian mothers engage in paid work." Increased childcare costs, and/or reduced 
access to childcare, will exacerbate this problem. 

The arguments for removing the childcare are weak and range from: 

• Complaints from the Ratepayers Association around Rates costs - basically, they do 
not want to pay for it because they don't use it (imagine if we all took this view 
regarding social services). 

• The centres are not disability-friendly (so instead of fixing it, we will just remove the 
centre altogether - this is not a solution). 

Dick Gross has described council-funded childcare as "middle-to-upper-class welfare". We 
utterly reject this assumption and urge him (in conjunction with other councillors from Port 
Phillip) to: 

• Fully investigate the demography of childcare workers including their employment 
levels and income; 

• Understand the benefits of childcare for children from low-income families; 

• Calculate the average annual cost of childcare in alignment with the average cost of a 
secondary income. 

As ratepayers, parents, and just general humans, we urge you to keep council-funded 
childcare centres open under the current operating model for the benefit of the entire 
community. 

The waiting lists are full. The centres are needed. This is an essential service. 

 

OFFICER COMMENT 

• During March and May of this year, officers conducted an extended consultation 
process on the issues and recommendations outlined in the Every Child, Our Future: 
Policy Issues and Options Paper.  

• There were over 500 responses during the stage 2 consultation including a number of 
submissions and 10 verbal submissions made to the Special Council Meeting of 29 
May 2019. 
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• Council officers continued to engage with parents and services providers after the 
completion of the stage 2 consultations and respond to questions and queries. 

• Key overall themes from stakeholders were: 

o Strong support for community run services and services operating on a not for 
profit basis, child care services in a range of sizes and retaining council 
operation of childcare services 

o Low support for transitioning existing childcare assets to operate as 
kindergartens, expanding the child care waiting list and centralised kindergarten 
enrolment 

• Officers are preparing a further report to Council to consider in September 2019 to 
respond to the topics raised in submissions and present a draft Children’s Services 
Policy that considers community feedback, any new information arising since the 
release of Every Child, Our Future: Policy Issues and Options Paper. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 
Receives the petition as an additional submission to the Every Child, Our Future: Policy 
Issues and Options Paper. 
 
 

TRIM FILE NO: F19/1 
ATTACHMENTS Nil 
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5.  SEALING SCHEDULE 
 
 Nil 
 
 
 
 
6.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
 
 
 
7.  COUNCILLOR QUESTION TIME  
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9. PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

9.1 Community Grants Program 2019-20 Recommendations for Funding
Supplementary Report 1 ................................................................................ 65 
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10. TRANSPORT AND PARKING

Nil

11. SUSTAINABILITY

Nil

12. PLANNING

Nil

13. ARTS, CULTURE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Nil

14. ORGANISATIONAL PERFORMANCE

14.1 Outcomes of the Audit and Risk Committee Meeting ........................... 71 

14.2 Proposed Discontinuance of Road Abutting 24 Dundas Place Albert 
Park..................................................................................................... 75 

14.3 Proposed Discontinuance of Road Abutting 285-287 Inkerman Street 
and 3-7 Nelson Street, Balaclava ........................................................ 89 

14.4 Proposed Tenancy Agreement - South Melbourne Life Saving Club . 105 
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15. NOTICES OF MOTION

Nil

16. REPORTS BY COUNCILLOR DELEGATES

17. URGENT BUSINESS

18. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
18.1 Gasworks Theatre Seats Tender

18.2 South Melbourne Market Cleaning and Waste Management Contract

RECOMMENDATION
That in accordance with Section 77(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1989 (as
amended), the meeting be closed to members of the public in order to deal with the
following matters, that are considered to be confidential in accordance with Section
89(2) of the Act, for the reasons indicated:

18.1 Gasworks Theatre Seats Tender
The information in this report is considered to be confidential in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1989 (as amended), as it 
relates to:  
89(2)(d).  Contractual matters. 

18.2 South Melbourne Market Cleaning and Waste Management Contract 
The information in this report is considered to be confidential in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1989 (as amended), as it 
relates to:  
89(2)(d).   Contractual matters. 
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