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 3. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  
 
 
 

 

4.  PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS  
 
 

Item 4.1 Lady Forster Kindergarten drop off/pick up at Elwood Foreshore 
Carpark 

 

A Petition containing 57 signatures was presented to a Council Meeting on 5 December 
2018. In addition to the original petition, 52 electronic (online) signatures were also received.  
 

The Petition states the following:-  

“The petition of the following named citizens draws the attention to City of Port Phillip 
Council that the families of Lady Forster Kindergarten need 10-minute free drop off and pick 
up at Elwood Beach Car Park as the rules for foreshore parking are incompatible with the 
needs to the families and not fair. 

Lady Forster Kindergarten (A not for profit Incorporation) on Ormond Esplanade Elwood 
educates 49 kinder children each weekday between 7.30am and 6pm during the months 
February to December. Some families may complete up to 12 pick-up and drop-off a week 
which can be completed by up to 4 different people as families use parents, carers, 
grandparents, nannies, relatives and friends to assist on a regular basis. Not all families and 
carers are eligible for foreshore parking permit or paid parking is required for this purpose. 
The parking at the foreshore is underutilized during typical pick up times with many rows of 
spare spots even during summer week days that the kindergarten is running. The foreshore 
parking fees were implemented to provide income from non-City of Port Phillip Residents 
who don’t otherwise contribute to the costs of providing access to the beach front, which is 
not in line with charging kindergarten parents/carers. 

The following Petitioners hereby request that Council act and provide a free 10-minute parking 
solution for all Lady Forster Kindergarten parents/carers at Elwood Beach Car Park for Kinder 
drop off and pick up during Monday to Friday between February and December in the hours 
of 7.30am-6pm. 

In addition, an online petition was also received, signed by 53 people from throughout 
Australia calling for free 10-minute parking at the Elwood Beach carpark for parents and 
carers.” 

OFFICER COMMENT 

In 2010 a planning permit was issued to develop the land at 63B Ormond Esplanade, 
Elwood for use as a kindergarten with a set of conditions. One condition was that two (2) car 
spaces, as determined by Council’s Traffic and Parking Management Department, were to 
be reserved for ‘pick up’ and ‘drop off’ usage by the kindergarten for the life of the 
kindergarten use.  
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Two (2) parking spaces are located along the site’s frontage. They are restricted to 5-minute 
parking between 7:30–10:00am and 3:00-6:00pm, and 1-hour parking all other times, 
Monday to Friday. These spaces are shared among all visitors to Elwood Beach Carpark. 

In response to the petition, Council officers met with the petition organiser and a staff 
member of the kindergarten to discuss their concerns and potential solutions. 

It was noted that the site services approximately 70 families, with each child having 
potentially up to six different adults to undertake pick-up or drop-offs. 
Carers/parents/guardians that do not reside in Port Phillip are unable to purchase Foreshore 
Parking Permits to be exempt from paying a parking fee to use the Elwood Beach Carpark.  

At the meeting with the petitioners to address the parking issues the following suggestions, 
in order of preference, were made to Council officers by the petition organiser and a staff 
member of the kindergarten, including Council: 

 providing between 10-12 short term (10min-15min) parking bays for pick-ups and 
drop-offs that operate between 7:30am-6:00pm on kindergarten open days 
(preferred), or 

 providing free parking permits to parents/carers of the kindergarten to permit them to 
park in the Elwood Beach Carpark for free, or 

 Categorising the Lady Forster Kindergarten as a ‘Foreshore Club’ enabling its 
members (Parents/Guardians) to purchase Foreshore parking permits from Council. 

Council officers have considered the suggestions put forward by the petition organiser in the 
context of Council’s Integrated Transport Strategy – “Move, Connect, Live’ 2018-28 
(Strategy), endorsed in September 2018 and the principles of fair and shared use of 
available parking, in recognition that parking as a limited resource.  Consistent with the 
Strategy, Council officers have identified the following options to assist parents to access 
parking when dropping and picking up their children from Lady Forster Kindergarten: 

1. Changing six (6) paid parking spaces near the kindergarten to free 10-minute parking 
to operate between 7:30am and 6:00pm, Monday to Friday. This option will provide 
free short-term parking for pick-up / drop-off activities, while also not significantly 
impacting the remainder of the Elwood Beach Carpark users. With the existing two 
(2) 5-minute parking spaces, this option would provide a total of eight (8) free spaces 
to pick up/drop off for guardians that are not eligible/do not wish to purchase a 
foreshore parking permit This would result in approximately $1000 less parking 
revenue per annum. 

2. Providing two (2) dedicated pick up / drop off bays for the Lady Forster Kindergarten, 
in accordance with the original planning permit, to operate between 7:30am and 
6:00pm on kindergarten days. This would require changing the existing 5-minute 
parking to ‘Permit zone, Kindergarten users’. Council would need to allocate 
resources to update signage and to create a new parking permit category in its 
Parking Permit policy. Considering the concerns raised by the petition organiser, this 
is unlikely to suitably meet the parking needs of kindergarten users. 

3. Incorporate the Lady Forster Kindergarten as a Foreshore Club, which would then 
allow parents/guardians of the kindergarten to purchase a Foreshore parking permit. 
This would entitle holders to park in the Elwood Beach Carpark without paying a fee 
each time they visit the kindergarten. However, as foreshore permits are not free 
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(currently $59 per year), this option would create additional costs for users of the 
kindergarten. 

 

These options focus on the different levers available to Council for improving parking 
availability in the context of parking being a shared and limited resource. 

The officer assessment and suggestions will be shared with the petition organiser in 
advance of the ordinary council meeting. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Acknowledges there is community support for the introduction of free 10-minute 
parking at the Elwood Beach Carpark for parents and carers attending the Lady 
Forster Kindergarten and that adjusting the parking controls will improve accessibility 
to the Kindergarten. 

2. Endorses changing six paid parking spaces in the Elwood Beach car park, near the 
kindergarten, to six free 10-minute parking bays, to operate between 7:30am and 
6:00pm, Monday to Friday, with paid parking to remain outside of these hours and on 
weekends. 

3. Notes that the Transport Safety Engineering team will monitor the new short-term 
spaces over a six month period to determine if the provision of the additional short 
term parking has improved parking accessibility for families attending the Lady 
Forster Kindergarten and suitably addressed the concerns raised by the petition 
organiser. 

4. Advises the petition organiser of Council’s decision and outcome of her petition. 

 
 

TRIM FILE NO: 68/13/722 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Proposed Location of Parking Bays For Pick up/ Drop off - 
Elwood Foreshore Car Park  



Attachment 1: 
Proposed Location of Parking Bays For Pick up/ Drop off - Elwood 
Foreshore Car Park 
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