
 

 





 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The yacht, ‘Lady of St Kilda’, reproduction of a painting by Peter 
Stromsnas, Sweden, 2004 
 
St Kilda was named after the yacht owned by Sir Thomas Dyke Acland of 
Devon, England, who purchased it in the 1830s. It is uncertain after whom the 
yacht was named. Acland had earlier visited St Kilda, an island in the Outer 
Hebrides, and may have named it after his wife, or after a woman banished to 
the island in the eighteenth century. In the early 1840s, J.B. Were of 
Melbourne purchased the yacht and it was often to be seen anchored off 
Point Ormond. After 1843 nothing more is known of its fate. 
 
Courtesy of Brita Rosen, Sweden 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fitzroy Street and West St Kilda swamp, c1860 
 
This depiction takes in the view across the open swamp lands of West St 
Kilda to the other side of Fitzroy Street. The fencing around the swampy area 
was probably done illegally by the Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay Railway 
Company who continually used this land without permission from the Council.  
The roofline of Christ Church in Acland Street can be seen in the distance.   
The building with the roofless veranda further along Fitzroy Street is the 
Prince of Wales Hotel on the corner of Acland Street.  
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Benjamin Cowderoy, Mayor of St Kilda 
 
Benjamin Cowderoy arrived in Port Phillip in 1853. Soon after arriving he 
became a partner in the Victorian Freehold Land Society with Frederick 
Sargood. In 1857 he was elected to the St Kilda Council, becoming its first 
Chairman. For a great many years he acted as Government Valuer to both the 
Railway Department and the Victorian Probate Office. On leaving the Council 
he was presented with a handsome testimonial and a purse of sovereigns, 
given to him by the residents of St Kilda.    
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Group of Councillors, 1861-1862 
 
A group of St Kilda Councillors elected in 1861. Standing (left to right) Cr 
James Mason, publican, Wellington Street. Cr Edward Sydes, merchant, 
Dalgety Street.. Seated are Cr. Brice Frederick Bunny, barrister Inkerman 
Street, Cr Florence Gardiner, produce merchant, High Street, Cr. Benjamin 
Cowderoy, broker and valuator, Acland Street, and Cr Henry Tullett, 
ironmonger Grey Street.   Missing from the photograph is Cr John M. Thomas, 
chemist Robe Street.   
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Silver Trowel, 1859. 
 
This trowel was used to lay the 
foundation stone of the original St 
Kilda Town Hall, 12 July 1859 
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The First St Kilda Jetty and Kennedy’s Bathing ship, 1855 
 
The painting represents the foreshore area in 1854 and shows the original 
pier, which consisted of an embankment of wooden stakes filled with earth, 
leading to a short wooden jetty. This rudimentary pier was destroyed in a 
storm. A replacement pier was constructed in 1858. The bathing ship is 
beyond the pier. In the distance a large number of ships can be seen off 
Sandridge (Port Melbourne). 
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Summerland House, corner 
Acland and Fitzroy Streets, 
c1861 
 
The house was stuccoed brick, 
with fourteen rooms, stables, a 
coach house, and an enclosed 
garden. Robert Bennett and his 
wife, pictured on the balcony, lived 
here from 1855. Bennett, a stone 
mason and builder, arrived in 
Melbourne in 1842. He became a 
Melbourne City Councillor in 1853, 
a Member of Parliament in 1857 
and Lord Mayor of Melbourne in 
1861.  
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The Royal Hotel c1863  
  
This was St Kilda’s most 
famous early hotel. It was 
located on the corner of 
Robe Street and the 
Esplanade. James Mooney 
was the proprietor and his 
brother, Councillor Joshua 
Mooney, leased the livery 
stables attached.   The 
hotel in the picture was 
built in 1853, with the 
earlier section in built in 
1847. In 1855 the hotel was 
described as a three storey 
brick hotel with thirty-one 
rooms and a billiard room. 
The whole property was 
valued at one thousand 
pounds. The Gymnasium 
was erected in 1861. 
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W. H. Excell Draper and Hosier, c1862 
 
This shop was in a prime retail position at number one 
Wellington Street on the corner of Punt Road (Barkly Street after 
1857).    William Henry Excell ran his business on this site from 
1859. The shop seems to have been well patronised and 
merchandise plentiful. The business is a cluster of wooden 
buildings and the family home is the large square brick house 
facing Wellington Street. Next door was Roberski and Eckersley, 
grocers, wine and spirit merchants.  
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Debutantes at the St Kilda Centenary Ball 
held in the St Kilda City Hall, 21 June 1957 
 
Judy Shaw, pictured in the centre, makes a 
practice curtsey, while the other debutantes 
look on. Pictured from left to right are: 
Lynette Peterson, Wendy Secull, Hilda Waters, 
Judith Arrell, Faye Warren, Judy Mason, Joyce 
Turner, Wendy Ryan and Sandra Shaw.    
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