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Respect and remembrance at heart of
We-Akon Dilinja ceremony

St Kilda’'s spectacular foreshore will be the backdrop for the dawn We-Akon Dilinja mourning
reflection ceremony on Australia Day, 26 January.

This moving ceremony will be presented at Alfred Square from 5.45 am by the Boonwurrung
Land and Sea Council (BLSC) in partnership with Port Phillip Council. Support is also provided
by the National Australia Day Council.

BLSC N’arweet Jason Briggs said everyone is invited to respect and acknowledge the many
thousands of years of the Boonwurrung People’s continuing culture and connection to the land
and waters traditionally known as Yuroke.

“The theme this year is Respect, Remembrance and Revival. The mourning ceremony will
celebrate through song and performance the resilience of the Boonwurrung People and invite
fellow citizens to share the acknowledgement of the past and present - acknowledging what we
can learn from the past, rather than being chained by it, in order to create a better future,” he
said.

“We-Akon Dilinja is an opportunity for all Australians to redefine what it means to be Australian.
If we all want solutions, we first have to identify the real problems and work together to achieve
effective outcomes for a fairer and more inclusive nation.”

Mayor Heather Cunsolo said Port Phillip was the first council in Australia to support a ceremony
of this kind. “We are very proud to be part of the fifth year of this commemorative event which
draws more attendees every year to hear this important message of respect and reconciliation.”

There is no cost to attend and bookings aren’t required. Those who can’t attend can view the
livestream here:
https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/people-and-community/first-nations-community-
information/we-akon-dilinja

Program — 5.45 am start at Alfred Square, St Kilda

Didgeridoo Player Kiernan Ironfield

Boonwurrung Welcome Song James Henry

Welcome to Country and Introduction Parbinata Dr Carolyn Briggs AM
Acknowledgement Josh Burns MP

Baba Waian John Wayne Parsons

Aspirations for 2024 Jason Briggs

Boonwurrung song — “Long Time Living Here” Shauntai Sherree Abdul-Rahman (written by
Deborah Cheetham AO, Parbinata Carolyn Briggs, Jarra Steel & Aunty Fay Stewart Muir)
Reading Cr Heather Cunsolo, Port Phillip Council Mayor

Irmer John Wayne Parsons

Balayang James Henry

Smoking Ceremony led by Willie Pepper.



The Midsumma Festival is here!

Port Phillip is bursting with pride with the return of the much-anticipated annual Midsumma
Festival, taking place from 21 January to 11 February.

Our neighbourhoods are home to some of the biggest and best Midsumma events. From
theatre, cabaret and visual arts to parties, community events and, of course, the iconic
Midsumma Pride March.

The annual Pride March will turn St Kilda’s Fitzroy Street into a sea of colour and solidarity for
gender and sexual diversity on Sunday 4 February.

Our Council is a longstanding supporter of the Festival, and Midsumma, as Australia’s premier
LGBTIQA+ arts and cultural organisation.

Our City is proud to play host to 22 days of pride summer celebrations with a jam-packed
schedule of local Midsumma events and participating venues listed on our What's On St Kilda
and Surrounds website.

https://whatsonstkilda.com/article/14721-a/midsumma-festival-is-back-for-2024

We will raise the progress pride flag high over St Kilda Town Hall at our annual flag-raising
ceremony to demonstrate our commitment for Port Phillip to be an inclusive City for all
members of the community.

The ceremony is at 4 pm on Tuesday 30 January on the front lawn of St Kilda Town Hall.
Everyone is welcome to attend, and for those who can't, a livestream can be viewed on our
Facebook page.

https://www.midsumma.org.au/



City News

St Kilda Festival sneak peek

The first fabulous St Kilda Festival headliners have
been unveiled ahead of the full two-day program
announcement on 17 January.

Headliners for Big Festival Sunday (18 February)
include popular electronica, hip hop and indie-pop
musician from Brisbane, Mallrat, and the much-loved
Sydney electronic musical duo Bag Raiders.

The First Peoples First day on Saturday (17 February) will be headlined by renowned neo-soul
artist Mo’Ju.

St Kilda Festival's diverse program features live Australian music, dance performances,
workshops, sports demonstrations, community group activities, food and market stalls,
extended business trading, roving entertainment and a dedicated family-friendly stage.

Renowned as one of Australia’s largest and longest-running free music and cultural events, the
Festival brings significant economic benefits to St Kilda while celebrating and promoting
Australian talent.

https://www.stkildafestival.com.au/festival-info/news/our-first-big-names-for-2024-announced

Essential summer events

St Kilda and the southside is heating up for an epic
summer event season.

From immersive art exhibits and music events to
outdoor cinema, vibrant cultural celebrations and the
iconic St Kilda Festival, check out these hot summer
events and mark the dates in your diary.

Rain Room

International art sensation Rain Room has returned for a brand new season at Jackalope
Pavilion. Be surrounded by (but completely protected from) an intense rainstorm that responds
to your presence and movement in this mesmerising, immersive experience.

Until 31 January, 2024, Jackalope Pavilion, Corner Jackson and Acland Streets, St Kilda

KIIS Eye Ferris Wheel

Take in breath-taking views of St Kilda Foreshore from above on the KIIS Eye Ferris Wheel.
Open daily from 10am to 9:30pm at Catani Gardens from 2 December, repeat visits are
recommended to catch the sunset over Port Phillip Bay and sparkling lights of Melbourne after
dark. A 30 per cent discount applies for City of Port Phillip residents, upon presentation of photo
ID.

2 December 2023 to 25 April 2024 (except Christmas Day), 10am to 9.30pm daily, Catani
Gardens, Beaconsfield Parade, St Kilda. Opening hours may vary due to weather, check the
Skyline Facebook and Instagram for most recent updates.



Linden annual Postcard show

One of the biggest events in Linden New Art’'s annual calendar, the Postcards Show, opens on
9 December. With over 1,000 works on display, 2023-2024 will be the biggest exhibition yet,
featuring art across multiple mediums including 2D, sculptures, video art and audio. A four-
week summer pop-up bar will run during the season, with whiskey-based cocktails and rotating
DJs in partnership with The Gospel Whiskey.

Postcards Show: 9 December (opening), 10 December 2023 to 11 February, 2024 (season), 26
Acland Street, St Kilda. Gospel Sundays Summer pop-up bar season: Sundays, 15 January to
5 February, 2024, hours to be announced.

2023 - 2024 2XU Triathlon Series

Victoria’s premier triathlon event, the 2XU Triathlon Series, is fixture across Melbourne's
southside beaches during summer. The season is now open, with races coming up in both St
Kilda and Elwood. Different fitness levels are welcome, including tri-kids, age groupers and
elites. Some road closures apply during race times, so allow extra travel time.

2XU Triathlon Series, Catani Gardens, St Kilda (24 March) and Elwood Reserve (3
March). Register for the 2XU Triathlon

Bourne Local Artists Market

Local favourite Bourne Local Artists Market is holding a special Twilight Market for one night
only in January. Venture out to Elwood Park and Elwood Foreshore Reserve to browse the
wares of local makers, artists and producers. Live music, coffee, food trucks and a pop-up
cocktail bar adds to the vibrant atmosphere.

20 January, 3 to 8 pm, Elwood Park and Elwood Foreshore Reserve.

Sunset Cinema, St Kilda Botanic Gardens

The St Kilda Botanic Gardens makes a stunning backdrop for the return season of Sunset
Cinema (formerly Barefoot Cinema). Watch the hottest summer releases under the stars
including Wonka, Poor Things, Mean Girls, Next Goal Wins, and The Color Purple. The
program also features classic and new family films, including Studio Ghibli's first release in a
decade, The Boy and The Heron. Relax in comfy beanbags with a fully licensed onsite bar,
food trucks, and gourmet choctops, or upgrade your experience and book for the VIP Sunset
Lounge, for a prime viewing spot and unlimited popcorn. Arrive early to grab a drink amongst
the greenery as the shadows lengthen.

31 January to 9 March, 6.30 to 11 pm, 11 Herbert Street, St Kilda

https://whatsonstkilda.com/article/14209-a/essential-summer-events-in-st-kilda-and-southside

St Kilda open for business over

| -
summer during plaza works ‘

Luna Park and the Palais Theatre are continuing to
operate as works are undertaken in the surrounding
precinct to create a new pedestrian plaza.

There are changes to traffic conditions and access to the precinct as construction is underway
to build a safer and more welcoming public space for the two Melbourne icons.

The revitalisation project will provide greater protection against hostile vehicles, while the
creation of a shared zone on Cavell Street will reduce vehicle speed and prioritise pedestrians.



The new community-centred space will also include seating, new public lighting and additional
shade from new trees and garden beds.

Port Phillip Council Mayor Heather Cunsolo reminded residents and visitors that it's business
as usual at Luna Park and the Palais Theatre as the surrounding precinct receives a makeover.

“You may see temporary fencing and construction work near two of our most beloved
locations,” she said. “But that won't silence the screams of joy and laughter you’ll hear from
inside Luna Park or the excitement of people streaming out of the Palais Theatre after an
incredible night of live music.”

Construction will take place over several stages with different traffic conditions implemented.

Council is delivering the project in partnership with the Victorian Government. Works are
expected to be completed by mid-2024.

Creating a safer and more inviting space is vital given the hundreds of thousands of visitors St
Kilda attracts in the peak season.

Council’'s Summer Southside campaign is in full swing and, as the weather heats up, so does
the fun in St Kilda.

There are several exciting events happening in St Kilda this summer, including:

* the return of the iconic St Kilda Festival on 17 — 18 February with two days of incredible live
music

+ the Midsumma Festival (21 January — 11 February) and Midsumma Pride March, which will
turn Fitzroy Street into a sea of colour on 4 February in a celebration of the LGBTIQA+
community

» Sunset Market, a new pop-up makers market, landing in Acland Street in the new year

+ the popular KIIS Eye Ferris Wheel returning to Catani Gardens, offering stunning 360-degree
views of Melbourne and Port Phillip Bay

Keep up to date with all the latest events happening in and around St Kilda by visiting
Council's What's On St Kilda and Southside website.

Background
* The project is being delivered in response to an independent assessment that identified risks
relating to attacks using vehicles as weapons.

« Carparking will always be available on Jacka Boulevard throughout the duration of the works.

+ Cavell Street will be open to pedestrians during St Kilda Festival on 17 — 18 February to help
large crowds access the Festival, foreshore and St Kilda area.

* Vehicle and pedestrian access to Luna Park, Palais Theatre and Cavell Street car park will
always be accessible via Jacka Boulevard throughout the duration of works.

» Any temporary road or footpath closures will be advised in advance.

* Noise associated with construction works will be limited to standard working hours.



Celebrating a successful start to
summer

New Year’s went off without a hitch and now we’re
looking towards what comes next.

Many people flocked to our foreshore over the New
Year’s period to celebrate shoreside, once again
proving why St Kilda is Victoria’s most visited beach.

The whole event was a success, with celebrations in our public spaces remaining family-
friendly.

We want to say a big thank you to everyone who rang in the New Year responsibly by following
local bans and restrictions. By playing your part, you helped to ensure celebrations stayed safe,
clean and fun for everyone.

This success was underpinned by a huge multi-agency effort carried out with our many partners
including Victoria Police, Liquor Licensing, Ambulance Victoria, Parks Victoria, Yarra Trams,
VicRoads, Public Transport Victoria and Lifesaving Victoria.

Our Council Officers were also out in force assisting Victoria Police in maintaining the peace
and enforcing local restrictions, including the citywide New Year’s alcohol ban.

With the 26 January public holiday quickly approaching, it's important that we all continue to
play our part for a safe and successful summer.

A citywide alcohol ban will be in effect from 8 pm 25 January to 12 midday 27 January. During
this time, unsealed containers of alcohol will not be permitted in any public areas. All other
alcohol bans will continue to apply during this time too.

Anyone wanting to have an alcoholic beverage can still do so at licensed venues or on private
property.

With summer expected to heat up and El Nino weather patterns being forecast; we're planning
for a burst of revellers to make their way to Port Phillip for the Australia Day long weekend.

Police and Local Law Officers will once again be out in force patrolling, and we ask everyone to

keep up the great work in continuing to comply with local restrictions following the success of
New Year’s.

2024 Community Satisfaction
Survey starting soon

As part of our commitment to assessing our Council’s
performance, some Port Phillip households will be
contacted by telephone between 29 January to mid-
March for the annual Community Satisfaction Survey.

Independent market research agency, National Field Services, will be interviewing a
representative sample of 900 residents.

Participants’ details and responses are confidential and only the overall results will be shared
with us. Residents with any questions about the survey can contact our Corporate Planning



Team at helpdesk-coppmeansbusiness@portphillip.vic.gov.au

All Victorian councils undertake similar surveys to identify ways of improving service delivery.

https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/about-the-council/governance-performance-and-

advocacy/community-satisfaction-survey

Hot Summer Nights!

Hot Summer Nights! is back with all new
acts at Gasworks Arts Park.

A hit of Midsumma Festival 2023, this
outrageous adults-only circus cabaret show
features a brand new, hand-picked cast of
Australia’s top circus performers and hosted
by the brilliant, multi award winning cabaret
star Tash York.

Get ready for neon lights, incredible vocals
and mind-boggling feats of strength and
skill, a night of eye-popping entertainment
and frivolity with high glam and loads of
glitter, all taking place in the stunning
Gasworks Theatre.

The creators behind ‘Hot Summer Nights!’
have won the Best Circus award at the
Melbourne Fringe and won a Weekly Award
for Best Circus at the Adelaide Fringe
Festival.

The performers have all toured extensively
overseas and around Australia with major
companies such as Circa, Briefs,
Blunderland and Yummy the Show.

Hot Summer Nights! is playing from 23
January to 3 February.

https://gasworks.org.au/whats-on/hot-
summer-nights

Queer Connections:
Celebrating LGBTIQA+
history in Port Phillip

An exciting new exhibition is landing at
Carlisle Street Art Space on Friday 2
February exploring Port Phillip’s rich queer
history through the lens of its most iconic
venues and events.

Take a trip through the decades and uncover
new stories from some of your favourite local
enterprises - past and present - including
Cafe 31, Mandate nightclub, and the St Kilda
Midsumma Pride March.

Discover the people, places and moments
that helped shape and cultivate
contemporary queer culture and the
trailblazers, experimentation and glamour
that exemplify the pride of Port Phillip's
LGBTIQA+ community.

This exhibition is presented in collaboration
with the Australian Queer Archives

(AQuA) and Queer-ways and it is set to land
at the Carlisle Street Art Space just in time
for Midsumma Festival. Make sure to add
this one to your list of festival ‘must sees’.

https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/about-the-
council/news-and-media/queer-connections-
celebrating-lgbtiqa-history-in-port-phillip



Help Shape our City

Engagement on Council projects will commence in
February. Subscribe to our Have Your Say newsletter to
stay up to date with projects open for feedback.

Victorian Government consultations

Fishermans Bend Urban Renewal Area Development
Contributions Plan

The Department of Transport and Planning is seeking
your views on the proposed approach to funding essential infrastructure for urban renewal in
Fishermans Bend.

Provide your feedback to Engage Victoria by 23 February 2024.
https://engage.vic.gov.au/fishermans-bend-urban-renewal-area-development-contributions-plan
Engage Victoria: 'Making Montague' Precinct Implementation Plan

The Department of Transport and Planning has released the draft ‘Making Montague’ Precinct
Implementation Plan for public consultation and engagement.

Provide your feedback to Engage Victoria by 23 February 2024.

https://engage.vic.gov.au/montague-precinct-implementation-plan

Sustainability

Summer energy saving tips for
renters

Just because you're renting doesn't mean you need to
swelter this summer. Join our online session to learn
how you can slash your energy bills and reduce your
energy usage.

It may seem surprising, but there are many things you
can control to help you have a better renting experience and a more comfortable home.

Join this free online Zoom session and hear practical tips from Renew’s energy efficiency
experts to prepare your home to stay cool throughout summer.

This session will cover:

« your rights as a renter

« how to take control of your energy use to minimise costs

« different energy uses and how to interpret your energy bills

» the energy use of appliances such as air conditioners, fridges, lights and star ratings
» how to avoid heat and the impact of windows, ceiling, walls and floors

» causes of draughts — including how to find and reduce them



« different types of installed and portable cooling and the best and worst choices for
running costs.

Event details
Wednesday 7 February 2024 — Online via Zoom

Time: 7:00 pm — 8:30 pm AEST

https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/about-the-council/news-and-media/summer-comfort-for-
renters-free-online-session

Preparing for climate change
over a board game

We're thrilled to bring The Adaptation Game board
game (TAG) to our community on 20 April. It's a playful
workshop for Port Phillip residents to connect and
prepare to be more resilient to climate change.

TAG is based on real science about how climate change will affect Port Phillip. You get to play
out real-world ways to prepare and protect your home, family, community, and environment. No
act is too small, no idea is too big.

Come for the game, stay for the connections, and learn how you can make a meaningful
contribution to your community’s resilience.

TAG is a cooperative game where all the players work together, so you don’t have to be “good
at games”. You will play with three other people, and there will be a facilitator running your
game, making it as easy as possible for you.

If you’re interested in playing The Adaptation Game, register your expression of interest. You'll
receive updates as more details become available.

Event details

Date: Saturday 20 April 2024
Location: St Kilda Town Hall
Time: 10 am to 2 pm

Lunch will be provided

https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/about-the-council/news-and-media/test-your-climate-
resilience-with-the-adaptation-game

Library Visit

Calling all LEGO legends

Come along to St Kilda Library and help us celebrate National LEGO Day on Sunday 28



January from 10 am to 1 pm.

The team from Brick Kit will be bringing along an 11
metre racetrack for everyone to test out their LEGO
racing cars and see how fast they can go.

All LEGO will be supplied on the day at this free event
which also marks the relaunching of our LEGO clubs for
2024.

https://library.portphillip.vic.gov.au/what-s-on/national-lego-day-2024

Community Spirit

Caring for new mums

Caring Mums is on a mission to help ensure no woman is
alone as she travels on her journey through motherhood.

The National Council of Jewish Women of Australia (NCJWA)
provides emotional support and reassurance during a time of
change for all mothers through its Caring Mums program.

NCJWA is calling out for more Caring Mums volunteers who want to help make a difference in
empowering and enriching the lives of mothers.

Long-time volunteer Emily has been paired with six different mums over her journey with Caring
Mums.

“I help mothers in need to go through the ups and downs on the start of their motherhood
journey. It's a great way to give back and a really satisfying role.”

Emily said she wished she had a Caring Mums volunteer to provide support throughout her
own journey in early motherhood.

“‘Mums these days get so much advice and opinions from different people, social media and
everywhere around them,” she said. “I love to play a role where I'm not there to advise but just
be a non-judgmental ear to listen.”

Caring Mums are trained, volunteer mothers, who provide ongoing support for mothers from all
kinds of diverse backgrounds, including those seeking asylum or may be facing physical or
mental health issues.

“The transition into motherhood can be an exciting and challenging time and mums shouldn’t
have to feel alone or isolated in this process. It's always great to have someone in your corner
that is there just for you,” Emily said.

NCJWA is always on the lookout for new volunteers to support mothers with the program
providing training and personal development opportunities for volunteers.

“I feel like the training from Caring Mums has made me a better person, mum, friend and a
listener,” Emily said.

“It's the most incredible, fulfilling program and the more support and volunteers we get, the
more lives we can impact.”



Caring Mums is a free, confidential, non-denominational service that is welcoming of all new
mothers in Port Phillip and surrounding council areas.

NCJWA is hosting a volunteer information evening on Tuesday 6 February. To register interest,
contact caringmums.admin@ncjwavic.org.au

Training commences from 21 February running every Wednesday for five weeks. For more
information about the program and volunteering opportunities, visit the NCJWA's Caring

Mums page.

https://www.ncjwavic.org.au/caringmums

Last call to nominate community

champions

Nominations close on 19 January 2024 for our reinvigorated
Proudly Port Phillip Community Awards.

This is your chance to acknowledge the local groups, people
and projects that play a key role in shaping our
neighbourhoods - the small and the large efforts and

individual and collective efforts.

A é‘aﬂ

This time around we've also introduced a 'Small Business of the Year' category in recognition of
the amazing small businesses across our municipality that make our City such a vibrant place.

https://haveyoursay.portphillip.vic.gov.au/proudly-port-phillip-community-awards

What's On

St Kilda Affordable

Art Show
Ends after 27 January

Space2b's Affordable Art
Show aims to showcase
works of art from local and
emerging artists to share
their stories and provide a
platform for them to
connect with the creative

St Kilda Film Festival

a matter of pride
7 February

St Kilda Film Festival (SKFF)
is proud to be part of the
2024 Midsumma Festival
with an encore screening of
LGBTIQA+ short films at the
Victorian Pride Centre.

The one-off SKFF Pride
Showcase session on 7

Rippon Lea Estate

Bird Spotting Tours
21, 29 and 31 January

Rippon Lea Estate is
recognised as a leading
biodiversity hotspot and a
haven for birds and other
wildlife.

A new bird spotting tour will
allow people to explore the
14 acres of gardens with a



community.

The annual Affordable Art
Show allows the public to
invest in diverse affordable
art priced at $300 or less.

The art show is a great
opportunity to support a
new and emerging artist.

You may even purchase
the next Sidney Nolan or
Melanie Hava!

For more information, visit
the Space2b website.

February will feature a
fantastic selection of short
films from SKFF’s sold-out
Pride Without Prejudice
sessions held over the past
three years.

Beautiful cinematic lines,
moving relationships, avant-
garde commentary,
inspirational personal
documentary and raucous
comedy are all part of the
journey skilfully crafted by
LGBTIQA+ filmmakers.

For more information, visit
our What's On website.

volunteer guide and the aid
of a new book, 'The Birds of
Rippon Lea Estate Bird
Spotter Guide'.

Whether you're a
birdwatching expert or a
novice, the tour will give you
a new appreciation of the
stunning biodiversity of this
magnificent 19th century
estate.

Port Phillip residents have
free access to the gardens at
Rippon Lea Estate.

For more information, and to
book tickets for the tour, visit
the Rippon Lea Estate
website.
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