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To Port Melbourne Special Rate
(i) vou replied to this message on 15/09/2020 7:47 PM o
Hi Carine, =

Thank you for taking the time to speak today.

As mentioned, | wrote to the City of Port Phillip some years ago requesting consideration to delete the above mentioned property from the Special Rate Scheme.
In brief, the reasons provided were the following;

- The 16m2 office does not have an entrance directly off the street.

- The office is located inside a residential building.

- The locally historical building also doesn't permit any external advertising signage

As you can see, the property doesn't benefit from any Marketing or Promotion and therefore | would appreciate if consideration be given to the above request.

Regards,

4:29 PM
16/11/2020
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From:
Sent: Monday, 24 August 2020 8:46 AM
To: Port Melbourne Special Rate <

Subject: - re: port melbourne special rate sheme

I am a multiple retail landlord in port melbourne ,
and i strongly object to this scheme being implemented for the next 5 years commencing 1.7.2021

The current retail environment to introduce more costs to the tenant or landlords is extremely dangerous ,
landlords and tenants are struggling at the moment to pay the council rates , let alone to keep the doors open ,
businesses are collapsing and closing on a weekly basis ,

vacancys are now everywhere |, filling vacancys can take up to 18 months,

from 1.4.2020 landlords have had to renegotiate rents , rents are coming down ,

NOT JUST BECAUSE OFF THE CORONA VIRUS ,

LOOK AT FITZROY STREET STKILDA , they've had 30 plus vacancys for years now and still to date NOTHING ,
NO IMPROVEMENT WHAT SO EVER ,

How is 3 landlord expected to find $685.00 extra when his premises are vacant,
How is a tenant expected to pay it , when his barely keeping the doors open,

Why isn’t the council funding the special rate , WHERES THE COUCIL SUPPORT ,
THE COUNCIL KEEPS TALKING ABOUT THERE CONCERNS OF RETAIL VACANCYS ,
BUT ARE DOING ABSOLUTELY NOTHING ABOUT T, ITS ALL 52 BANDAID IDEAS ,
IAM SORRY TO SAY EVERYBODY AT COUNCIL PRETENDS TO CARE,

BUT ALL THEY CARE ABOUT IS THERE JOB SECURITY , PROTECTING THERE INCOME ,
AND PRETENDING TO COME UP WITH IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS ,

AND ANOTHER MONTH GOES BY AND ANOTHER VACANCY APEARS , ITS BULL‘-
do something about it

GET CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY TOGETHER ,

GET CEOS INVOLVED IN THERE COMMUNITY ,

DONT MAKE IT POUTICAL, MAKE IT ABOUT OUR COMMURITY |
BRING YOUR EXPERIENCED LANDLORDS TO THE TABLE ,

BEATIFY THE SUBURE

DE CLUTTER THE SUBURB

FOR GDLS SAKE ITS THE CTY OF PORT PHILLIP,

CNE OF THE MOST RECOGNISABLE AREA AND SUBURBS IN AUSTRALIA

chears -

[External Email] Please be cautious before clicking on any links or attachments.

thank you for your email response ,

i have retail shops all over the city of port phillip,

i love my community and i put my money into the city of port phillip ,

i think |G - = coing =n excellent job

they are genuine people that care and love port melbourne and they don’t want to see it fall apart,

and look like a ghost town,

i take my hat off to all of them and i applaud them for the work they all put in to try to put port melbourne ,
on the map and radar of the community ,

the retail shops i have in port melbourne are
ouse street,
ouse street,
ay street,
ot street,
=y street,
bay street,
bay street |
bay street

i believe in my opinion theres not a single retail premises from stkilda , to port melbourne ,and south melbourne and albert park
that can afford the special rate levi, notone ,
i am suggesting the the council needs to help fund this special rate levi to keep it going .

Cheers -
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Special rate and charge renewal 2021-2026

warded this message o

Fay Street, Port Melbourne
sessment number [N

Proposed charge: $685.00

To whom it may concern;

1 am the recent buyer of the above address as an office/showroom for my business.

| am not an actual retailer/trader of Port Melbourne itself; | do not benefit in any way from business/trade in Port Melbourne proper. My business is_
| pay rates for the building—and | am also a resident of Port Melbourne: so | pay residential rates as well.

I support the Port Melbourne retail precinct: due to living, and having children in the area — attending school: shopping locally — predominantly any way we can.

We support the various festivals too — because we are local residents.

1 am a little perplexed that Council would send this ‘special rate’ out, right in the middle of stage 4 restrictions/lockdown in Victoria: the effect of this means a high percentage of the properties you are appealing to are not even able to trade! | understand the charge is for the

future....but still the timing is way off from a council perspective in my mind. Currently we are experiencing unusual times: peoples livelihoods are taking a beating — banks and landlords, tenants, employers and employees are trying to manage to balance all the financial
responsibilities within the confines of all the change going on within this period.

1 object to the call out for a further charge to rates: if this should apply, build it into the rates over the 5 year period.
Please confirm receipt of my objection.

Regards, (N




PORT MELBOURNE SPECIAL RATE AND CHARGE COMBINED SCHEME

elbourne Special Rate

Port

1) You replied to this message on 7/09/2020 10:41 AM.
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ume, Vic 3207

respendanca by email

Le3se xpires: 1.5 years after the sthame commancas. There seems 1 be 3 rend of [Jlosve -.1-@: Which the Landiord must meat ourgoing costs. The [Jla< not submitt=a an objection terar but the Lanciord i< bl In tha event of 3 vacancy in 15 years
3 Tenancy 2

srep [ (= strser, Fort Malbcume, Vic 3207

Conact: I
]

Letter of objection and request for exemption attached

Lease expires: 2.5 years after the scheme commences. Landlord hiable after that.
4. Tenancy 3

shop [l] Iy Street, Port Melbourne, Vic 3207

Contact: [N

Email: I

Letter of objection and request for exemption attached ........obviously shop ‘nd .!enanu drafted the letter together
Lease Expires: 2.5 after the Scheme commences. Landlord liable after that
5. Tenancy 4

‘av Street, Port Melbourne, Vic 3207

email- I

Letter of objection and request for exemption attached

Lease Expires: 2 years after the Scheme commences. Landlord liable after that.
Please include me in all correspondence to our tenants.
Kind regards



Economic Growth

future date, w

1 el
ot

hould you have

exemption, please

\ddre
| i
Kind rega

wner Man 100

e directed to the

aind A

1 X
NOLICK
"

Ic ha
sina
1er i
estt

tivatl

Se¢
a 2
mpti
AS a
own

28 August, 202(

Economic Growth and Activation team
City of Port Phillip

Private B

g
St Kilda VIC 3182
Dear Sir/Madam

Special Rate and Charge Combined Scheme Objection/Exemption

and Charge Combined Scheme on the grounds as set out in this letter

m writing to object to the renewal «

| object to ther

scheme as, | have occupied the property for 7 years and

no evidence of the scheme benefiting my busines

In the event that the lal Rate and Change Combined Scher d, | therefo

Notice, As a result of the worldwide COVID pandemic and subsequent stage 4 lockdown
restrictions withir sibourne | have experienced significant economic hardship, Fixed
operating costs in the absence of revenue has placed my business in a financially precariou
situation and detrimentally impacted my cashflow. In order to survive and contribute 1o the
Port Phillip local economy at a future te, when restriction ease and | permitted by law, |

require these fund

be directed to the sustainability of my b

Should you have

s in relation to my objection to renew and/or request for

exemption, please itate to contact me o

Business name

Contact Name

Addre Port Melbourne, 320
Email

Kind regards

Director

and/or request an exemption to, the Special R

payment towards the Scheme as part of the Port Phillip Rate



y Economic Growth and Activation team
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City of Port Phillip,
Private Bag 3

St Kilda, Vv

Dear Economic Growth and Activation Team

am writing this letter in regarding to the matte

of Special Rate and Charge Combined Scheme 1«

development 10 encourage

he Port Melbourne

fund promaotion, marketing and busines
pro

commercs ret
wsional

il, tourism and
activity and employment in

business precinct

During this Crisis hit, we would like to object this !

wcheme in order to reduce ou
reasons below

Not directly receiving benefit of the schems

ave occupled the property |

r 3 years and have seen no evidence of the scheme benefiting
IUSINESS

an direct those funds to direct

tallored marketing for my bu

} our wabsite

uliding up during COVID affected econom
g Vf Y

have extreme financlal difficulty and cash flow with this ¢ is hit

Thank vou for understanding and support

Kind regards

‘4"'1“‘”‘ _
BAY STREET, PORT

LBOURNE



[External Email] Please be cautious before clicking on any links or attachments

Good day

In reference to Assessment numbers:

My client -ought the property in 2017 and has struggled financially especially given the last year during COVID.

Tenants such as -nd -ave refused to pay their full rent as per lease agreement even though they are major listed companies versus a retirement investment of an individual.

There has been no relief from the Victorian government in terms of reduced land tax rates (as the tenants do not qualify for Jobkeeper), no relief in terms of rates and certainly just a delayed relief from the banks (meaning interest is applied during the delayed period).
My client had to accept a reduced rent shortly after purchasing the property as the market value of rents had dropped, then COVID has hit and my client is hard pressed trying to make ends meet.

As such my dient is unable to come up with extra money to spend on a scheme that is not guaranteed to give him the additional income through increased tourism, marketing etc.

As such the notice is disputed and my client is unwilling to pay additional amounts in this depressed economic climate.

Thank you




Objection to special rate scheme

To Port Melbourne Special Rate

(:i'\, You replied to this message on 15/09/2020 7:48 PM

[External Email] Please be cautious before clicking on any links or attachments.

To whom it may concern,

I'm writing to lodge my objection to the proposed renewal of the Port Melbourne Special Rate Scheme.

My name is _my property is located at ‘ay Street, Port Melbourne. You can contact me at this email or by post:_

I’'m objecting this scheme because | don’t see much merit or actual economic benefit to it for local business. Particularly now in the midst of a global pandemic and economic recession, with so many
businesses and landlords struggling to survive, it’s ridiculous that the city council is unnecessarily seeking more taxes and levies, rather than looking for meaningful ways to help businesses through for

example reducing or waiving council rates and other government levies.

Sincerely,



OBJECTION TO SPECIAL RATE AND CHARGE COMBINED SCHEME - Property Bay Street Port Melbourne

o Port Melbourne

@ Follow up. Start by Wednesday, 23 September 2020. Due by Wednesday, 23 September 2020.
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[External Email] Please be cautious before clicking on any links or attachments.

Dear Carine,
I'm am writing in my capacity as Owner and Ratepayer cf.ay Street Port Melbourne.
| have been paying for this Scheme since it's inception and | believe | get minimal value IF ANY in return.

| would like to s=e the removal or suspension of the "Special Rate Scheme" and a freeze on Rates, we as Ratepayers
need assistance during this economic recession, we are struggling to stay afloat and are in severe financial distress.

To save our businesses from closing we as Ratepayers need the financial help by Councils now in reduction of Rates and suspension of Specizal Rates Charge
that could be the "make or break" for us.

While other councils freeze council rates during this difficult and unprecedented time, Port Phillip increases them.

Other various fee's & charges council has either waived or suspended due to COVID-19 or economic recession, | don't see why this Scheme can't be
suspended.

| simply cannot afford to pay the Rates let zlone the extra Specizal Rate Scheme added on !!!
| STRONGLY DO NOT AGREE to continue the "Special Rate Scheme" commencing 1 July 2021.
Please put yourselves in our position, have some compassion, HELP US get thru this pandemic together !

Kind regards,
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OBJECTION TO SPECIAL RATE AND CHARGE COMBINED SCHEME - Property -Bay Street Port Melbourne

To Port Melbourne Special Rate

@ Follow up. Start by Wednesday, 23 September 2020. Due by Wednesday, 23 September 2020.

[External Email] Please be cautious before clicking on any links or attachments.

Dear Carine,
I'm am writing in my capacity as Owner and Ratepayer of . Bay Street Port Melbourne.
| have been paying for this Scheme since it's inception and | believe | get minimal value IF ANY in return.

| would like to see the removal or suspension of the "Special Rate Scheme" and a freeze on Rates, we as Ratepayers
need assistance during this economic recession, we are struggling to stay afloat and are in severe financial distress.

To save our businesses from closing we as Ratepayers need the financial help by Councils now in reduction of Rates and suspension of Special Rates Charge
that could be the "make or break” for us.

While other councils freeze council rates during this difficult and unprecedented time, Port Phillip increases them.

Other various fee's & charges council has either waived or suspended due to COVID-19 or economic recession, | don't see why this Scheme can't be
suspended.

| simply cannot afford to pay the Rates let alone the extra Special Rate Scheme added on !!!
| STRONGLY DO NOT AGREE to continue the "Special Rate Scheme” commencing 1 July 2021.
Please put yourselves in our position, have some compassion, HELP US get thru this pandemic together !

Kind regards,




OBJECTION TO SPECIAL RATE AND CHARGE COMBINED SCHEME - Property.-.Bay Street Port Melbourne

lo Port Melbourne Special Rate

3) Follow up. Start by Wednesday, 23 September 2020. Due by Wednesday, 23 September 2020.

[External Email] Please be cautious before clicking on any links or attachments.

Dear Carine,
I'm am writing in my capacity as Owner and Ratepayer of -»-Say Street Port Melbourne.
| have been paying for this Scheme since it's inception and | believe | get minimal value IF ANY in return.

I would like to see the removal or suspension of the "Special Rate Scheme" and a freeze on Rates, we as Ratepayers
need assistance during this economic recession, we are struggling to stay afloat and are in severe financial distress.

To save our businesses from closing we as Ratepayers need the financial help by Councils now in reduction of Rates and suspension of Special Rates Charge
that could be the "make or break” for us.

While other councils freeze council rates during this difficult and unprecedented time, Port Phillip increases them.

Other various fee's & charges council has either waived or suspended due to COVID-19 or economic recession, | don't see why this Scheme can't be
suspended.

| simply cannot afford to pay the Rates let alone the extra Special Rate Scheme added on 11}
| STRONGLY DO NOT AGREE to continue the "Special Rate Scheme” commencing 1 July 2021.
Please put yourselves in our position, have some compassion, HELP US get thru this pandemic together !

Kind regards,
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OBJECTION TO SPECIAL RATE AND CHARGE COMBINED SCHEME - Property .Bay Street Port Melbourne

0 Port Melbourne Special Rate

[External Email] Please be cautious before clicking on any links or attachments.

Dear Carine,
I'm am writing in my capacity as Owner and Ratepayer of.Bav Street Port Melbourne.
| have been paying for this Scheme since it's inception and | believe | get minimal value IF ANY in return.

| would like to see the removal or suspension of the "Special Rate Scheme" and a freeze on Rates, we as Ratepayers
need assistance during this economic recession, we are struggling to stay afloat and are in severe financial distress.

To save our businesses from closing we as Ratepayers need the financial help by Councils now in reduction of Rates and suspension of Special Rates Charge
that could be the "make or break” for us.

While other councils freeze council rates during this difficult and unprecedented time, Port Phillip increases them.

Other various fee's & charges council has either waived or suspended due to COVID-19 or economic recession, | don't see why this Scheme can't be
suspended.

| simply cannot afford to pay the Rates let alone the extra Special Rate Scheme added on 11!
| STRONGLY DO NOT AGREE to continue the "Special Rate Scheme” commencing 1 July 2021.
Please put yourselves in our position, have some compassion, HELP US get thru this pandemic together !

Kind regards,
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OBJECTION TO SPECIAL RATE AND CHARGE COMBINED SCHEME - Property .Bay Street Port Melbourne
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Port Melbourne Special Rate
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Dear Carine,
I'm am writing in my capacity as Owner and Ratepayer of 'ay Street Port Melbourne.
| have been paying for this Scheme since it's inception and | believe | get minimal value IF ANY in return.

| would like to see the removal or suspension of the "Special Rate Scheme" and a freeze on Rates, we as Ratepayers
need assistance during this economic recession, we are struggling to stay afloat and are in severe financial distress.

To save our businesses from closing we as Ratepayers need the financial help by Councils now in reduction of Rates and suspension of Special Rates Charge
that could be the "make or break” for us.

While other councils freeze council rates during this difficult and unprecedented time, Port Phillip increases them.

Other various fee's & charges council has either waived or suspended due to COVID-19 or economic recession, | don't see why this Scheme can't be
suspended.

| simply cannot afford to pay the Rates let alone the extra Special Rate Scheme added on 11!
| STRONGLY DO NOT AGREE to continue the "Special Rate Scheme” commencing 1 July 2021.
Please put yourselves in our position, have some compassion, HELP US get thru this pandemic together !

Kind regards,




16 September 2020

Economic Growth and Activation Team
City of Port Phillip

Private Bag 3

St Kilda Victoria 3182

ortmelbournespecialrate @portphillip.vic. gov.au

To Whom it May Concern

Port Melbourne Special Rate and Charge Combined Scheme Renewal 2021-2026

As the owners of the property situated at 'ay Street, Port Melbourne, we wish to lodge an
objection to the renewal of the Special Rate and Charge Combined Scheme (Special Rate Scheme)
for the Port Melbourne precinct, commencing 1 July 2021,

The reason for our objection is that we do not believe that a separate charge should be imposed on
the business precinct of Port Melbourne considering the already existing rates and charges levied on
commercial properties and tenants.

It is the duty and obligation of the City of Port Phillip to support local business in the same way it
supports residents and other valuable members of the community, and at no extra cost.

The rate base in Port Melbourne has significantly grown in recent years and an annual allocation
should be re-invested by Council into smart initiatives to support local business.

Along with the effects of COVID-19 and tough economic times zhead, there seems to be no relief
offered to rate payers. Initiatives like the instzliation of electronic kerbside parking sensors on Bay
Street will 3lz0 have a negative commercial impact for traders and landlords. This is not 2 good idez
and seems to have been achieved without wide community consultation.

All commercial tenants and landlords in the municipality should expect a significant level of
marketing support from Council. Bay Street is the community hub, providing value to all, and
Council should have a long-term branding and marketing plan for the precinct, showcasing its unigue
position within the wider City of Port Phillip.

Recent experience has also shown that the City of Port Phillip neads to improve its investment
strategy supporting strip shopping precincts. We have seen Fitzroy and Acland Streets deteriorate,
and most other shopping strips in the municipality are also ailing. The South Melbourne Market has
been the only obvious retail success,

We believe a new type of partnerzhip needs to be formed. The Port Melbourne business community
can offer valuable expertise and experience for free. The Council needs to allocate ratepayers dollars
with strategic consultation and guidance. Collectively we can create a smart business development
program which can be long-lasting.

We are happy to participate in further discussions on this topic to ensure a positive outcome during
these difficult economic times.

Yours sincerely

Please refer all enquiries to,

Port Melbourne Victoria 3207



16 September 2020

Economic Growth and Activation Team
City of Port Phillip

Private Bag 3

St Kilda Victoria 3182

ortmelbournespecialrate@portphillip vic gov.au

To Whom It May Concern

Port Melbourne Special Rate and Charge Combined Scheme R | 2021-2026

As the owners of the property situated at .ay Street, Port Melbourne, we wish to lodge an
objection to the renewal of the Spacial Rate and Charge Combined Scheme (Special Rate Scheme)
for the Port Melbourne precinct, commencing 1 July 2021.

The reason for our objection is that we do not believe that a separate charge should be imposed on
the business precinct of Port Melbourne considering the already existing rates and charges levied on
commercial properties and tenants.

It is the duty and obligation of the City of Port Phillip to support local business in the same way it
supports residents and other valuable members of the community, 3nd 3t no extra cost.

The rate base in Port Melbourne has significantly grown in recent years and an annual allocation
should be re-invested by Council into smart initiatives to support local business.

Along with the effects of COVID-19 and tough economic times ahead, there seems to be no relief
offered to rate payers. Initiatives like the installation of electronic kerbside parking sensors on Bay
Street will also have a negative commercial impact for traders and landlords. This is not a good idea
and seems to have been achieved without wide community consultation.

All commercial tenants and landlords in the municipality should expect 2 significant level of
marketing support from Council. Bay Street is the community hub, providing value to all, and
Council should have a long-term branding and marketing plan for the precinct, showcasing its unique
position within the wider City of Port Phillip.

Recent experience has also shown that the City of Port Phillip needs to improve its investment
strategy supporting strip shopping precincts. We have seen Fitzroy and Acland Streets deteriorate,
and most other shopping strips in the municipality are also ailing. The South Melbourne Market has
been the only obvious retail success.

We believe a new type of partnership needs to be formed. The Port Melbourne business community
can offer valuable expertise and experience for free. The Council needs to allocate ratepayers dollars
with strategic consultation and guidance. Collectively we can create a smart business development
program which can be long-lasting.

We are happy to participate in further discussions on this topic to ensure a positive outcome during
these difficult economic times.

Yours sincerely

Please refer all enquiries to,

Port Melbourne Victoria 3207
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In summary, we object to the Port Melbourne Special Rate and Charge Combined Levy due to the
unnecessary financial hardship it will cause. for what we see as a very limited benefit to the Beach Road
precinct

Yours faithfully

21 September 2020

BY EMAIL: portmelbournespecialrate@portphillip vic gov.au

City of Port Phillip
98a Carlisle St

St Kilds

Victoria 3182

Dear Sir/Madam
OBJECTION to Port Melbourne Special Rate and Charge Combined Levy

We write in our capacity as directors of property owner of ach Street
Port Melbourne. We are objecting under section 10385 of the Local Govemnment Act 1385 to the
proposed declarstion of a special rate and charge combinad scheme for the Port Melbourne precinct
2021-2026 (objection)

We make our objection of the basis of the financial hardship suffered by both property and business
owners since the introduction of parking fees on Beach St as well as the COVID-18 pandamic baginning
March 2020

Parking fees

Since the ntroduction of 2 hour paid parking restrictions, pstrons to restsurants, bars and hotels slong
Beach Rd have significantly declined. Our property st -Besch St was [IEEEE-='=c [

which was 8 successful business prior to the introduction of fees. The number of pstrons
declined significantly, and further the pafrons who did sttend id not stay ss long &s usual
and hence were not spending as much. This caused the tenants to suffer financial hardship, to which we
were required to reduce their rent to support their business. Notwithstanding the rent reduction. the
business owners were unable keep &n a reasonable financial position and subsequently
closed their business and breached the lease

Our property has not enjoyed the benefits of the Special Rate Scheme, as the promotion. marketing snd
businass development has not encouraged commerce slong Beach Road nor has it been successful n
encouraging patrons to [llour property. We have lost significant amounts in rent. both in trying to
support our tenants with rent reductions, as well as with having no rental income due to the property
being vacant. This further levy that is being imposed will only be a detriment to us

COVID-19 pandemic

COVID-12 has caused significant financizl hardship to businesses in the area -re unsble to
operate st normal levels, and their businesses have dechined dramatically or have had to close down
Qur property on Beach st has been vacant sll throughout the pandemic, as we have been unsble to
secure 8 tenant until today. This tenant was secured st & significant finencial disadvantage to us. a5 we
had to offer a rent-free perod of 7 months

Further, patron levels will be reduced for the foreseeable future, and may never retumn to pre-covid days
as we enter into 8 COVID-safe phase which will require social distancing and patron imits. Furthermore
in order to secure our tenants, we were required to offer half-rent whilst there are restrictions on the
number of patrons aliowed =t the property

The Special Rate Scheme will add further financial burden on us, and will not be able to encourage
commerce st our property while restrictions or COVID-safe practices are required








