
 
 

RESPONSE TO COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS 
ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL    DATE 6 November 2019 
 
Item 4.2 Petition - Establishing a Community Garden in Port 
Melbourne 
 
Question from Cr Voss 
Cr Voss asked due to there being nothing regarding compost in the public open space 
documentation, how can we get our compost up and running when all of the public compost 
are at capacity? 
 
Response  

The Public Space Strategy will provide guidance on the priority uses for public open space, 
including community gardens. Any space suitable for use as a community garden would 
likely consider opportunities for composting. 
Other Council activities to improve access to composting services for the community are 
described below.  
Council is currently delivering two food waste recycling projects within the City. These fall 
under Action 13 of the Don't Waste It! Waste Management Strategy. These include: 
1. Delivery of the Green Cone subsidy program which offers residents the opportunity to 

purchase a subsidised Green Cone composter for their garden to recycle food waste. 
Community centres and gardens and schools can purchase up to six Green Cones to 
service their communities. This program has proved highly successful, with 243 units 
delivered or on order since it began in June 2019. 

2. A trial of food recycling infrastructure in high rise apartment complexes – an 
expression of interest is intended to be released to apartment complex’s in the coming 
months to engage in the trial.   

Our Hard and Green Waste Collection Service also offers residents in houses four 
collections for green waste a year, and residents in apartments six collections for green 
waste a year, this material is collected for commercial composting.  
Further to the above, Council officers have undertaken a review of the Don’t Waste It! 
Strategy to identify additional opportunities to divert waste from landfill. A report, including 
recommended actions from the review, will be presented at the upcoming Council Meeting 
on the 4 December 2019 for consideration by Councillors. One of the recommended actions 
within the report is a kerbside food and garden organics (FOGO) collection trial. An ongoing 
service of this nature would however require a new source of funding such as a Waste and 
Amenity Levy. As part of the report it is proposed to consult with the community on the 
potential introduction of a Waste and Amenity Levy, as part of the Council Plan and Budget 
Consultation process. 


