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St Kilda Bowling Club Studios

2 Spenser Street, St Kilda, Vic 3182

STUDIO GUIDELINES
The St Kilda Bowling Club Studio provides workspace for visual artists and is one of three venues supported by the City of Port Phillip that incorporate artist studios.  The Studio is located at 2 Spenser Street, St Kilda, near Luna Park.  The building, which previously operated as a lawn bowling club, was vacated in 1998. Studio artists now share this site, on the northern tip of the Peanut Farm Reserve, with Vegout Community Garden.  The City of Port Phillip acts as the Committee of Management for the site, through the support of City officers.

Principles 

· A commitment to equity and access. 

· A commitment to providing secure and affordable professional workspace.

· A commitment to providing flexible workspace to a wide range of visual art practitioners.

· A commitment to providing encouragement and opportunities for professional development of studio artists. 

· A commitment to supporting artists who can make a significant contribution to the cultural life of the City of Port Phillip and to the development and profile of their particular art form.

Studio Aims 

The studio aims to provide workspace and support for visual artists actively engaged in pursuing their arts practice, and to encourage exchange and dialogue between studio artists, and the wider arts and local communities.

The Studio Space

· The studio offers 18 lock up spaces, of varying sizes, from 12 - 32 square metres.

· Studio artists have access to a kitchen and a common meeting/display area. 

· Rents range from $140 - $220 pcm (approx & inc GST).  Rents are liable to an annual increase. 

· The space offers 24 hour access. 

Eligibility and Selection Criteria

Artist applications are assessed by a selection panel which includes current studio members and informed practitioners from the arts community. The Studio Committee seeks artists who

· are able to demonstrate a commitment to developing an innovative and professional visual arts practice. 

· are able to work in a larger studio space in a collaborative manner.

· are willing to promote their work in the community through agreed exhibitions, displays or studio open days.

· demonstrate the commitment to attend the studio on a regular basis. 
· demonstrate arts practice goals for the period of the tenancy.

· demonstrate a capacity and interest in contributing to the cultural life of the City of Port Phillip.

Application process

· Applicants are encouraged to seek advice from staff when applying for a studio and to make an appointment with the Studio Co-ordinator to view the studios. 

· Applicants must submit an application form, accompanied by a CV, 10 images of recent work on CD, including information regarding the size of the works submitted, an artist statement, and a brief description of what they would like to achieve during the tenancy.

· Applications should clearly address the criteria.

· Artists may apply to share a space if it is deemed feasible by the Committee.

· The Studio Committee will seek to find a balance of studio artists, incorporating innovation, emerging and established artists, and a variety of styles and practices.

· The Committee may ask for further information from applicants before making a decision.

· Decisions made by the Committee are final. While feedback/advice is available, the committee will not enter into correspondence.

Tenancy

· Studios are available for up to 2 years, with an option to extend for a further one year. 
· Applications for the extra year extension must be submitted to the Selection Committee 2 months prior to the end of the original agreement. This application should state very clearly the aims and goals for the final year (e.g. a public or community art project, exhibition, culmination of a body of work). 

· After the first 6 months of tenancy, artists may apply for a legitimate deferment of use of 1 year due to change in circumstances such as maternity leave or overseas travel. In this case, the studio will be offered to another applicant for the deferment period.

· Artists are required to give 1 month’s notice to vacate should they desire to leave the studio prior to the end of the 2 year period. 
· Incumbent tenants may apply to move to a different studio should a more suitable space become vacant during their tenancy.

General Conditions of Use
· Artists are responsible for setting up their own tools and equipment.

· The use of highly toxic mediums and practice is prohibited in the studios. Artists must adopt safe and responsible work practices in accordance with Occupational Health & Safety practices outlined in the tenancy agreement. 

· Artists will be given notice if spaces are significantly under-utilised, in accordance with the conditions of the tenancy agreement. 

· Artists are required to respect the space, time, property and work of fellow artists

· Potential applicants are encouraged to read a copy of the tenant licence agreement. An example copy of this agreement can be found in the same place as this form on the City of Port Phillip website. 
For further information please contact

BCS Co-ordinator 9209 6666
Web address: www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/art_spaces






