Project Update 

Middle Park Beach Renourishment 

1 June 2009

Contractors 
There are separate contractors for the civil works and the sand dredging as different skills are required. They will be overseen by a works superintendent. Contractors compound is setup on the former Middle Park Life Saving Club site (near the end of Armstrong St) – which is the proposed location for the Middle Park Beach toilet facilities. This includes their site office. There will also be a lock-up machinery compound on the beach to the south east of this site. 

Progress to date 
The Civil works with the extension of McGregor St and Harold St drains and construction of a small rock groyne structure at the end of Langridge St are now complete. This includes the decking for walking and stainless steel handrails over the drains.

Works underway and timing
Dredging works for beach renourishment are currently underway. Subject to favourable weather conditions, the beach renourishment is expected to be completed Spring 2009 prior to the summer peak use.  It is proposed to renourish Middle Park beach with 80,000m3 of sand .

The scheduling of renourishment works have been delayed due to a combination of factors including poor weather and suspension of works over the summer period.  

Safety signage required for the drains and groyne is currently being audited by Life Saving Victoria and will be installed by spring.  
Future Works

When periodic beach maintenance is required in future years, a temporary pipe will be buried along the back of the beach for pumping dredged sand and therefore minimising major disturbances.

Noise 
Civil works will be undertaken during the day (7:30am-5pm) with no weekend or evening work. There will be some low level construction noise such as machine engines. There will be no pile driving or high impact noise. 

Beach closure 
Beach closure will be in stages. Activity will be centred around the drains or groyne construction in turn and that area of the beach will be closed off. There will be signage and people will be diverted away from that work area. During the civil works there should be relatively minimal disruption on beach use. 

Smell 
The sand is likely to smell unpleasant during dredging and pumping onto the beach however this will only be temporary. 

Sand colour 
The dredged sand can sometimes be a darker colour when first placed on the beach. Over a few days this sand will lighten with the impact of the tides and sunshine and will quickly become beach quality sand usable by the public. 

Toilets and other facilities
The architectural works for the environmentally sustainable design public amenities building along with the wash down showers is complete. An application for DSE Consent has been submitted with the proposed construction works scheduled to commence October 2009 and a expected completion January 2010 pending approval.

The building will incorporate energy efficient design such as:

· rain water harvesting for toilet flushing; 

· combined basin & toilet cistern for reduced water usage;
· shower run-off to irrigate garden; 

· utilizing natural light through the installation of skylights;
· using recycled timber ;
· passive cross ventilation;
· photo voltaic solar electricity production for lighting.
Crime prevention has been addressed through the following methods:

· locating entrance in active area for casual surveillance;
· individual cubicle entrances facing onto visible space;
· the use of low level vegetation to maintain visibility through site;
· Consistent and even lighting to toilets and throughout site;
· Locking the toilet facility at night time.
Materials for the construction of the Amenities Building, has been selected for durability in a public place and long life cycle within a sea-side environment.  

Subject to Council approval, the detailed landscaping design works is proposed to commence in August 2009 with construction expected to commence the following year.  The works are expected to incorporate open space, sculpted terraces (non-prescriptive for seating, viewing, picnicking), nature play space, shelter area, drinking fountain, table settings, bicycle racks and litter bins. Planting will be coastal and drought tolerant species, with plantings for a raingarden to be appropriately selected sedges and grasses.

Further Information

This update and further information about the Middle Park Beach renourishment project and the Middle Park toilets and other facilities is available on the City of Port Phillip website at www.portphillip.vic.gov.au If you require any further information about the Middle Park Beach Renourishment project, please contact the Department of Sustainability and Environment on 13 61 86 or the City of Port Phillip Foreshore Coordinator on 9209 6782 or at place@portphillip.vic.gov.au 
