WITNESS STATEMENT

VCAT REF NO. P1946/2007
VCAT REF NO. P1174/2007
PERMIT APPLICATION NO. 231/2007

IN THE VICTORIAN CIVIL AND
ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL AT
MELBOURNE

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT LIST

Regal Hotel Pty Ltd & Ors
161 Fitzroy Street Pty Ltd

Jonathan Raymond
Australian Institute of Management

David Myer C/ - St. Kilda Park Primary School Applicants

and

Port Phillip City Council Respondent

STATEMENT OF MEYER EIDELSON
l, Meyer Eidelson, of St Kilda Historical Society, St. Kilda, in the State of Victoria,
President, say as follows: ' :

I am the current President of the St Kilda Historical Society ("Society").

-

2. | advise on behalf of the Society, that the Committee of Management
("Committee”) supports the benefits to the youth population of the municipality of

skating and outdoor recreation.

3. [ advise the Committee is extremely concerned that the choice of location for the
construction of a Skate Park and Urban Plaza ("Skate Park") is inconsistent with
the heritage of the particular area of Albert Park Reserve specifically in relation to

its highly significant indigenous heritage.

4. | understand the proposed site for the construction of the Skate Park is on the
City of Port Phillip Aboriginal Federation Trail ("Trail") which travels from the
Canterbury Road underpass to Fitzroy Street crossing at Lakeside Drive and
Fitzroy Streets and continuing to the Corroboree Tree and looping back to Cleve
Gardens and passing through or beside the proposed location for the Skate Park.

5. The Committee is of the opinion that the Trail is an important heritage
commitment by the City of Port Phillip to indigenous history and the construction
of a Skate Park of the proposed size is inconsistent with the purpose and layout
of the Trail and will result in a significant negative impact on the Trail's heritage

vaiue (please see attached pian).



6.

10.

11.

12.

13.

The Committee is deeply concerned that the construction of a Skate Park is
culturally insensitive to and inconsistent with the purpose and layout of the Trail
which is in the process of being upgraded in an attempt to create a more visible
trail with plantings and markers together with employment opportunities for

indigenous guides.

The Committee believes that the area of Albert Park Reserve bordering Fitzroy
Street and both sides of Lakeside Drive and Queens Road is the most significant
indigenous heritage area in the City of Port Phillip and should be preserved as a
distinct heritage precinct for future generations and as for an area to promote
heritage including reconciliation, education and indigenous culture. The proposed
construction would be inconsistent and insensitive with these aims,

I acknowledge that several trees located at the site, the subject of the permit
application, have been removed by the Council. The Committee believes that the
cluster of remnant trees which are survivors of pre-history woodland around
Lakeside Drive and Fitzroy Street make it an extremely important heritage area
which would be diminished by the construction of the Skate Park. | understand
that proximate to Fitzroy Street near Lakeside Drive is a living remnant (pre-1835)
tree, plantings from which have been propagated nearby since the 1980s to
commemorate indigenous heritage and as such all these trees are important

additions to the trail and the heritage area.

The Committee believes the construction of the Skate Park will have a significant
visual effect on the open park land and the heritage significance of the
Corroboree Tree which is listed on the National Estate together with the Billabong

Garden Prgject.

The Committee are of the opinion that the park at the base of St Kilda Hill was a
meeting place of native trails and as such maintaining non-development on the
western side of Fitzroy Street provides a desirable balance of European and Pre-

European themes (please see attached plan).

I advise that on the northern side of Lakeside Drive exists an indigenous
grasslands project and ceremonial sculptures auspiced by the Community Parks
Association extending to the junction and commemorating the Kulin Nation.
Further, this area of Lakeside Drive provides a linear heritage link connecting the
ceremonial circles, Corroboree Tree, Kulin Nation grasslands, the Remnant Tree
on the proposed Skate Park Site and Cleve Gardens and will be broken by the

proposed construction.

It is my understanding that 19th Century records indicate the Albert Park Lake

area as an Aboriginal camping, hunting and gathering area. Further, it is
reasonable to expect that archeological material may therefore be present and
should be the subject of an archeological survey prior to any construction
commencing. Itis the strongly held view of the Committee that appropriate
consultation be conducted with representatives of appropriate St Kilda indigenous

residents as well as traditional owners regarding the proposal.

The Committee strongly objects to the construction of the Skate Park at the
Albert Park Reserve location because the proposal is unsympathetic and has
failed to adequately consider the heritage significance and value of this particular

area of St Kilda to the municipality's indigenous population.



Dated

-------------------------------------------

Witness ....J.
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