Community Pulse Indicators

Community Pulse, which used to be known as the Sustainable Community Progress Indicators (SCPI) project, tracks long-term trends on our community’s social, environmental, cultural and economic sustainability in collaboration with local residents and agencies.  The indicators below provide examples of local trends in the different environments. 
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The Smiles Per Hour Initiative seeks to measure the friendliness of Port Phillip streets and neighbourhoods. 28 streets in Port Phillip are tested by volunteer smile spies who keep their faces up and open as they walk defined sections of the street, but do not initiate a smile. The spies count everyone who passes, and separately count everyone who smiles, nods, says g’day or acknowledges them positively. These figures are converted to a percentage that becomes the official Smiles Per Hour rate for that neighbourhood. 2006-07 saw a slight rise in the average Port Phillip rate from 2005-06. 
Data Source: The Port Phillip Community Pulse through community volunteer and student smile spies
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This graph shows the transport choice for the morning trip to school for primary school children attending Port Phillip schools.  This count is conducted at the beginning of the day each term (4 times a year) at 6 Port Phillip schools. The graph shows car usage falling from 63% in March 2004 to less than 50% in March 2007, with a commensurate rise in *Walking, Cycling, Scooting and Public Transport use
Data Source: The Port Phillip Community Pulse through Council’s Sustainable Transport Unit with participating Port Phillip schools 
Natural
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This graph shows estimated penguin population on the St. Kilda Breakwater based on the count of breeding sites. This data has collected by Earthcare St Kilda twice monthly since 1998. This provides a thorough and encouraging picture of the St Kilda penguin population.

Data Source: Earthcare St Kilda
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This question is asked annually in the council’s Community Satisfaction Survey. Though the rate of positive responses has changed a little over the last 5 years it has been consistently high over this period.

Source: CoPP 2002, 2003, 2005 and 2006 Community Satisfaction Indicators (CSI) survey. Note question was not asked in 2004 survey

Economic


Notes:
1  The threshold income is the household income required to purchase a median priced dwelling at the prevailing interest rate given the following assumptions: the loan amount will not be more than 90% of the value of the dwelling, the loan period will be 25 years and no more than 30% of income will go towards paying off the loan...

2  The threshold income has been updated to current values (2007) using the ABS Consumer Price Index

Home ownership affordability in Port Phillip has declined significantly between 1997 and 2006. In 1997 a household needed an income of $99,069 ($2007) to afford a mortgage for a median-priced house and an income of $53,824 ($2007) to afford a median-priced unit. By 2006, the income required to service a mortgage increased to $169,349 for a house and $94,484 for a unit. Over the 10 years from 1997 to 2006, threshold income increased by 71% for a house and 76% for a unit.

Data Source: Office of Housing, Department of Human Services, Victoria, Rental Report (various years)
