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Reþ ections on Suai Visit 2008
The atmosphere in Dili on arrival had a very different 
feel from my last visit February 2007. Local people 
were moving around the districts and visiting Dili for 
the ý rst time in a long time. There was still caution at 
night and the security forces were still in place around 
the capital. Freedom of movement had returned to Dili 
especially during the day. 

 I was advised that the tension had eased following 
the surrender of Lieutenant Gastao Salshina the rebel 
leader wanted in relation to the shooting incident of the 
President Jose Ramos Horta and following the death 
of Alfredo Reinado on 11 February 2008. 

I was pleased to travel to Baucau  E Timor with our 
Suai colleagues Simao Barreto, Coordinator and 
Alberto Barros, Finance and Administration and 
Desleigh Kent, Friends of Suai (FoS) committee 
member. We returned the same day but were pleased 
to venture into areas that had previously been óoff 
limitsô during the 2006 crisis for many Timorese. We 
visited the InfoTimor enterprise to discuss the potential 
of replicating the computer business enterprise in 
Suai, and visited Buka Hatena ï Friends of Baucau 
Learning Centre. continued page 3

Fundraising Success – New Library 
for the Suai Secondary School -Friends 
of Suai has raised approximately $40,000 AUD 
towards building a library and ý t out with shelves, 
table and desk etc at the Suai Secondary School 
.   It will be a lasting legacy for the students and the 
Suai community. We have received half the funds 
from Rotary Balwyn, a generous donation from 

an individual and donations from the 
community including funds raised at the 
St Kilda library book sale thanks to the 
library network. It is anticipated that the 
library construction will commence late in 
September 2008. Itôs a great result!

 We will continue to raise funds for the 
books and resources ï especially Tetun 
(local language), Bahasa Indonesian, 
Portuguese and some English books-
Please donate to library appeal http://
www.ourcommunity.com.au/portphillipgives/
give/suai.jsp
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