
Friends of Suai

A New Library for Suai Secondary School

A new library for the students at Suai Secondary School is planned for 
2008. This will be the first library in Covalima since 1999 which will 
enable student and teacher learning resources to be established. It will 
be a lasting legacy for both present and future students and for the Suai 
community.

The work to rebuild the school building destroyed in 1999 will cost 
approximately $A45 000 and this will include construction with fit-out 
of shelving, offices for staff, cupboards, reading tables, magazine racks, 
notice boards and chairs. The Rotary Club of Balwyn have donated half 
the cost of building the library, Friends of Suai now needs to raise the 
rest, we plan to do this with community support.

It is the key secondary school in the district of Covalima in the west 
of East Timor. Currently the school has 1453 students many of whom 
come from the surrounding sub-districts which are some of the poorest 
in this new nation. It will be a significant development for the children 
who up until last year where taking some lessons sitting on the concrete 
floor.

The City of Port Phillip has also donated thirty refurbished computers to 
Suai, some of these will be utilised in the new library with the potential 
for educational material networked and on CD ROM. We need your 
support and donations please contact Friends of Suai Coordinator 
for information-9209 6598

Working in partnership with Australian Volunteers 
International donations from the people of Port Phil-
lip are helping to rebuild vital community services 
for the people of Suai. You can send a tax deductible 
donation to P.O Box 350 Fitzroy 3065 directing your 
donation to Friends of Suai or online 
http://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/portphillipgives.
html

Enquiries phone Pat Jessen 9209 6598
Friends of Suai, C/- City of Port Phillip, 

Private Bag 3, St Kilda 3182
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BOOK SALE - ST KILDA LIBRARY
150 Carlisle Street, St Kilda VIC 3182

Wednesday 28 May 2008 
2 pm - 6 pm

Non Fiction, Fiction,Large print
FIRE SALE PRICES 

All proceeds donated to 
Friends of Suai Library Project
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VEG OUT Community 
Garden in St Kilda is sup-
porting a Garden Project at 
the new Agricultural School in 
Suai, East Timor. VEG OUT 
has contributed $2,000 to as-
sist the project.

The aim is to provide practical 
training for Year 10 students 
by establishing a vegetable 
garden based on permaculture 
techniques which is new to 
East Timor.

The agricultural school has 
approximately 500 students in 
years 10 to 12. The project will 
enable year 10 students using 
composting techniques to cre-
ate a productive vegetable gar-
den. At this stage largely due 
to scarce resources students 
receive instruction which is of-
ten theoretical and this project 
will present an opportunity to 
put theory into practice with 
productive results.

The teachers and students have 
cleared the land and are tend-
ing the soil ready to plant the 
first vegetables for the growing 
season. 

The Agriculture School started 
up in 2007 after infrastructure 
was  destroyed by Indonesia 
militia in 1999. 75.3% of East 
Timorese rely on subsistence 
agriculture so new farming 
techniques are welcomed by 
the young farmers.

We wish them all the best and 
thanks to VEG OUT Commu-
nity garden for their support 
and as they say….from little 
things big things grow, we 
hope it’s just the beginning of 
new innovations for Suai.

Solar Power for remote health centres in E Timor
Three remote health centres’near Suai, East Timor have recently been 
powered with solar energy through support by Friends of Suai funded 
by the City of Port Phillip and installed by the community group Alter-
native Technology Association (ATA). Two further health centres in the 
district had solar systems installed early 2008, by the  locally trained 
Suai DIY technical team. 

‘It’s a great outcome in one of E.Timor’s poorest districts’ said Pat 
Jessen, Coordinator Friends of Suai “the solar systems provide reliable 
and free power for the clinics especially at night. This means safer birth 
deliveries and minor surgery and the vaccine fridge will also stay cold 
with vital provisions. Rural health locations just like in Australia have 
a hard time keeping doctors, reliable power will make life a little more 
comfortable for the Cuban doctors allocated to remote parts of Timor, 
she added. 

Volunteers paid their own fares to travel to E Timor to install the equip-
ment and industry provides mates-rates on the hardware. It’s a great 
community effort. This year’s $27,500 project was also supported by 
Rotary Club of Balwyn, Oxfam Australia & City of Kiama NSW.

See: http://www.ata.org.au/about/projects/international-projects 

Friends of Suai meet 2nd Wednesday each month at 6pm at 
St Kilda Town Hall - Please call Pat Jessen 9209 6598 if you 
are interested to meet or volunteer some time.
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