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Civic Awards 2006

5 December 2006

 International Volunteer Day

The Gershwin Room

Esplanade Hotel, St Kilda 
6:00pm – 8:00pm

Volunteering: Try it, you’ll like it!
Today is International Volunteer Day and on behalf of the Mayor Cr Janet Bolitho and the Councillors of the City of Port Phillip, welcome to the 2006 Civic Awards celebration.

This event is all about recognizing volunteer effort in Port Phillip and celebrating the great people and organisations in our community.

The Civic Awards acknowledge & recognise volunteer effort in the community, individual effort and group effort, the small efforts and the large. It’s one way that Council supports the important contribution that individuals and organisations make to build strong communities. It’s also the occasion where we thank the 300 volunteer committees of management that oversee the 300 groups and organizations who comprise the non-profit community service sector within the City of Port Phillip.

Port Phillip Stars

Nominations to the Civic Awards are made by the local community. The awards are about you, the community, identifying and nominating the people and projects you value and provides an opportunity for you to tell us about the great work in Port Phillip that has made a difference to you. Nominations are assessed by a panel made up of Council staff and Councillors. 
We have attached for your information a small biography of this year’s eligible nominees. Volunteering is about people being active citizens, and connecting to community life and activities that are accessible, interesting and fun. It’s well known that the benefits are healthier and happier individuals and communities. In short – volunteering makes you feel good and helps others feel good too. As you can see from the information about our nominees, our community must be very connected, happy and healthy with such a wealth of activities taking place. 

Congratulations to all our nominees.

A word on our venue

Built in 1878, The Esplanade Hotel was classified by the National Trust in October 1990. It is a cultural icon that has inspired much passion within our community. Many of us would have had some connection with the Espy over the years, whether it’s been to hear budding musicians and comedians, open mike nights or just having a beer with one of the most famous views in Melbourne. It’s true to say that this building  holds generations of memories of the cultural and social life of this part of Melbourne.

This much loved building can be viewed as a symbol that embodies the meaning and role of volunteering. It’s significance as a home of live entertainment, charity gigs and a place where people come together over a shared activity has moved many people to act and mobilize to take community action when this identity and value has been threatened. The volunteer work of the Esplanade Alliance over many years has been pivotal in ensuring that it remains a vibrant alternative live venue. These volunteer efforts of the local community, the many musicians and entertainers who gave their time in fund raising events and in particular the Esplanade Alliance are all to be applauded. 
2006 Eligible Nominees: 

Nominated for 2006 Citizen of the Year: May Stanley
For 28 years, May has been a volunteer for the weekly South Port Uniting Church Day Care Program, and for at least 15 years she has been the voluntary coordinator of the program. The South Port Uniting Church Day Care Program is a social activity group for people with reduced access opportunities. Activities include a sing-a-long, a cooked lunch (which is made each week by May and other volunteers) and games. May's health has been failing as now she is well into her 80's, but she has maintained her steadfast commitment to the program. This program has brought and continues to bring friendship and companionship to many people who are otherwise isolated in our community.

Nominated for 2006 Citizen of the Year: Mary Garner 

Mary has a long history of voluntary work in our community that has included helping out at Nott Street Primary School and many years serving as the secretary on the management committee of the Port Melbourne Uniting Church Kindergarten. The kindergarten has had a focus on providing kindergarten to disadvantaged families and Mary's long-standing participation helped the kindergarten to keep going and to maintain that focus. Mary taught Sunday school for over 40 years and was a member of the South Port Uniting Church Council for many years.  Failing health has limited her involvement more recently but she continues as an elder to the Port Melbourne Uniting Church congregation, a position she has held over 35 years. In 1977 Mary (together with Hazel Wilson) set up the Aged Care Day Program in Port Melbourne - with activities taking place weekly. This initiative seeded a Day Care group in Middle Park and the Burra Club – a day activity group for people with dementia. 

Nominated for 2006 Citizen of the Year: Heather Wheat
Heather has for a number of years been an active member of a number of community groups eg. Inner Melbourne Life Activities Club, Port Phillip Life Activities Club, University of the Third Age. In her role on steering committees for these groups she has been tireless in her quest to offer fellowship for older people who may be struggling to find a niche in our fast changing society. Recognising the need for people to be better informed in regard to the choices available when ageing and to have in place their wishes, in regard to financial and medical / legal decisions, Heather led a steering committee to conduct a public forum "Ageing in Control". Heather has accessed many groups within Port Phillip who may benefit from this forum. The forum seeks to respect and give greater understanding surrounding the cultural / religious views of our community.

Nominated for 2006 Citizen of the Year: Anna Rogalina
Anna arrived in Australia from the Ukraine in 1992 and has contributed a great deal to the Russian speaking community, especially those members living at the Park Towers Public Housing area. Anna was instrumental in establishing the Russian Women's Group "Young at Heart" which has a social support and learning focus, as well as a choir that sings in 5 languages and performs regularly at Council festivals and events. Anna provides Russian speaking residents practical settlement support and has started English as a Second Language / computer courses that run from Park Towers after she observed the need within the community around her. She is also an English Home Tutor with AMES since 1997 and teaches English to people that are house bound. Language barriers that people face are overcome by Anna's continued support as an advocate and she has supported individuals at medical and other appointments. Anna performs all these activities on a voluntary basis. Anna is well known to many welfare and community agencies, as well as Council staff for her hard work and involvement in her community.

Nominated for 2006 Citizen of the Year: Jannette Liddell 

Jannette Liddell has made an outstanding contribution to the students of Port Phillip Specialist School (PPSS), a school that caters for children with a diverse range of abilities and learning styles. All the students have an intellectual disability, and many an associated physical disability. Jannette has made a major impact on our student’s lives by sharing her expertise as a professional dancer. For the last 3 years, Jannette has provided unfailing support and commitment to the students at PPSS.  She has worked in a voluntary capacity as our dance teacher and over the years has never missed a beat.  This simple statement does not at all do justice to the level of commitment and professionalism Janette displays when working with our students and staff. Jannette is thoroughly inclusive in her manner and practice. Her voluntary efforts have had a major impact on building student’s social skills.  This enables our students to have the skills required to positively interact with the wider community and thus enhance their life possibilities. The nature of our student’s disabilities present many challenges which could easily be seen as quite daunting.  Jannette has never wavered from her totally inclusive and caring manner with the students.

Nominated for 2006 Citizen of the Year: Katie Parkes

Amongst many voluntary activities, Katie is a member of the very active Albert Park Rotary Club, a local choral group Melbourne Singers of Gospel, and has been a pivotal player in the StreetLife project. The StreetLife project facilitates street parties for residents and Katie has been a street party organiser for her street, Dundas Place, for a number of years, with her dynamic personality and “can-do” attitude. Katie was heavily involved in the 'Twinning Project' where three streets in three countries (Australia, England and Nicaragua) had a street party at the same time. Katie was instrumental in bringing her neighbours together for the various planning meetings and art workshops required prior to the party, with her generously hosting these sessions in her home.  She is very much committed to community-building and was deeply moved by the difficult circumstances the people of Esteli continue to live in following the devastating effects of Hurricane Mitch in 1998, which killed and injured thousands of people and left many more homeless.  Consequently, an important aspect of the Twinning project for both the Sheffield and Melbourne residents was to raise money for the residents of Monte Sinai, Esteli. Katie is the epitome of active citizenship.  She is productive and successful in her professional life; she is willing to work hard for a good cause; she is committed to promote healthy communities by bringing people together, talking to people, and genuinely caring about people she knows – and people she does not know personally. Katie is simply an inspirational person.  We have seen Katie lead by example.  We have also seen her reach out and actively encourage people to get involved.

Nominated for 2006 Citizen of the Year: Joan Evans: 

Joan is a quiet achiever, the glue that holds things together, often invisible but essential in making things happen. She has been making contributions to her community for about 30 years and has been an outstanding contributor to the Parish of St Columbas Elwood. Joan has chaired the social committee and been a member for over 10 years. She was responsible for the hiring out of the Parish Hall and has been the champion fundraiser. She has been the backbone of Parish social events and brings people together, feeds them, raises much needed funds for different community events and charities and is a volunteer at Sacred Heart Mission. She is also founding member of the Columbas Project that offers micro lending to women in the Philippines.
Nominated for 2006 Citizen of the Year: Karla Bensemann: 

Karla has been volunteering for Inner South Community Health Service (ISCHS) since 2002. In this time Karla has assisted hundreds of clients to access programs and engage with their community. She has worked as a volunteer driver for many ISCHS groups including water exercise, shopping trips and most importantly the 'Families in Port' (FIP) playgroup. Through her involvement Karla has helped bring together isolated clients from diverse backgrounds, young mothers and their children, high rise residents and those with chronic health concerns have been assisted to access programs run by the health service. In driving these clients to and from the group and assisting in the group itself, Karla assists them to engage in their community, improve their wellbeing and develop links and friendships.
Nominated for 2006 Citizen of the Year: Pearl Donald: 

Pearl has made an outstanding contribution over decades to promote local history in St Kilda and Port Phillip. Pearl has provided free research and tireless responses to the many members of the public seeking advice and information about their past and family backgrounds. She is a founding member of the Friends of St Kilda Cemetery and the longest serving committee member of the St Kilda Historical Society (SKHS).  SKHS has published 11 books in the past five years and Pearl has played an important role in the management committee and provided input into most of them through advice or assistance with editing. Pearl is also the proof reader of The St Kilda Times, the SKHS newsletter distributed widely six times per year. Pearl has made a significant contribution to the awareness of history with primary school children in Port Phillip providing research, inspiration, walks and promotion of the children’s book Granny and its associated projects. Pearls work with the Friends of St Kilda Cemetery includes newsletters, annual walks, advocacy and publishing a book on the cemetery. Her work has played a major role in the Government recognising this historic cemetery as a national treasure. Local heritage activities, in which Pearl is heavily involved, play an essential role in integrating new residents, supporting current residents, providing information and opportunities to explore local neighbourhoods and building a sense of identity and inclusiveness.
Nominated for 2006 Citizen of the Year: 
James Robert Penaluna: 

James has had a life long connection to Port Melbourne, living in the area all his life, being schooled locally and working locally. In terms of his voluntary work he has held numerous positions and his longevity in terms of service to Port Phillip primarily through sport is unmatched. Activities include: secretary of Graham Street Primary School for 6 years, founder and life member of Port Melbourne Colts Football Club (PMCFC), President of PMCFC 1979 - 1981, assisted with the creation and management of PMCFC Football Integrated Disability Association (FIDA) team for intellectually disabled, founder of Port Colts Cricket Club (PCCC) in 1971, President of PCCC for 22 years from 1983 - 2004, participation in Council clean up days and continually undertakes ground improvements at J L Murphy Reserve. Jim’s support of junior programs has allowed children of various backgrounds (financial, cultural etc) to actively participate in a club where everybody is accepted. Jim would ensure no child went with out, whether it be football boots, shorts etc.  His support for the FIDA teams provides endless confidence to people who have an intellectual disability and some welcome support for their families. It is Jim's belief that his clubs should provide a strong support network on the field, but more importantly off the field. If a member needs assistance he never lets them down.

Nominated for 2006 Young Citizen of the Year: 

Callan Young
Callan has made outstanding contributions to the St Kilda Police and Citizens Youth Centre (PCYC) as a keen and motivated volunteer. He commits himself on a regular basis to approximately 15 hours a week assisting in the facilitation of sport and recreation programs aimed at Port Phillip residents. These include Friday Night Youth Activities, youth weights program Kick Starts, the Over 50’s/Rehabilitation program, and general gym assessments and customer service. Callan believes that in any physical activity program consistency is the key, so he is dedicated to helping people over the long term. In addition to helping out on the ground, Callan also provides advice and leadership to a group of youths aged 12-25 who make up the St Kilda PCYC’s Youth Management Team. This group meets once a week to discuss issues surrounding youth at the PCYC and in the community. They organise and lead initiatives that will promote good citizenship within the community, encourage physical activity, promote health and wellbeing, and discuss ways to get involved in the community. Such initiatives include fundraising, PCYC events, open days, Mobile Activity Centre (MAC) volunteering, community youth festivals plus more. Callan is such a regular here at the club, people think he is a staff member. He is even happy to do cleaning!

Nominated for 2006 Young Citizen of the Year: 

Millicent Burggraf
Millicent is currently 13 years old, a bright young lady whose age belies her abilities. Millicent is a high achiever but one that is of the quiet type and her nomination is being made for her hard work and growing commitment to solving environmental issues. In 2005 Millicent represented Australia and CoPP in Japan at the United Nations Children’s world summit on the environment where she presented to over 1000 people what Port Phillip is doing for the environment. In August 2006 she represented Australia in Malaysia at the TUNZA International children's conference for the environment. Japan inspired Millicent to take positive action within her local environment and together with Kate Charters decided to work together on an environmental project. The project they chose was to create a plastic bag free zone for their local shopping precinct in Armstrong Street, Middle Park. With Council support and many hours of hard work, the official launch of No Plastic Bags in Armstrong Street was 19 August 2006. The project has been well received by local traders and community alike, bringing the community together to work for a cause that is aimed at providing positive and significant effect on our local and global environment. 

Nominated for 2006 Young Citizen of the Year: 

Scott Star-Oliphant
Scott is the elected representative on the Student Representative Council (SRC) as both the Vice President and the President and been a member of College Council at Elwood College. He's been involved in fund raising, events management, sister school representation to Japan, contributions to whole community activities such as musical production, trivia nights, parent forums and art show. He is an outstanding role model and motivator for younger students, involving them in the SRC and other activities of the College. He actively encourages student participation in elections and college decision making processes through the SRC. His contributions are deeply considered and highly valuable.

Nominated for 2006 Civic Project of the Year:

Armed & Dangerous, St Kilda Youth Service / Blue Lava

This project enabled local secondary schools to make short fills through a semester long artist residency program. Seven schools made high quality short films that were shown in a special event at the St Kilda Film Festival at the prestigious George Cinema in Fitzroy Street. The project grew out of the need for local disengaged young people to have access to arts activities geared to their interest and experience and the project almost tripled in size since 2005. The project is designed around bringing forward marginalised and disadvantaged groups in a way that ensures their strong and vivid participation. This year Port Phillip Specialist School and Victorian College for the Deaf had prominent roles and made very significant contributions. Whilst this project was awarded last year, a nomination was put forward again this year in particular to recognise the growth and inclusive nature of the project.

Project Participants: St Kilda Youth Service, Blue Lava, City of Port Phillip, St Kilda Film Festival, Inner Eastern Local Learning & Employment Network, Port Phillip Specialist School, Montague Continuing Education Centre, Albert Park College, HEAT, Freeza

Nominated for 2006 Civic Project of the Year:

Homeless Memorial Service, Inner South Community Health Service

This service provides an opportunity for friends and relatives of homeless people to grieve the loss of a person who, being homeless, very likely died without anyone's awareness. The project is organised and delivered by more than 5 organisations and residents, many of who are homeless. This memorial has raised a level of respect and integrity for homeless people as the Homeless Memorial name is now well known around Melbourne. Many indigenous people attend the service with a memorial tree planted 2 years ago by local indigenous elders at the ceremony site. It is promoted to supported residential services, rooming houses and people sleeping rough in the region. This service is appropriate, responsive and accommodating of this section of the community, validating this sacred transition.

Project Participants: Inner South Community Health Service; Port Phillip Community Group; Caulfield Community Health Service; Sacred Heart Mission; St Kilda Parish Mission; Veg Out Community Gardens;
Nominated for 2006 Civic Project of the Year:

Hospitality, Employment and Training (HEAT), St Kilda Youth Service

The HEAT (Hospitality Employment and Training) program is a pre-employment training program administered by St Kilda Youth Service in collaboration with Inner Eastern Local Learning and Employment Network, City of Port Phillip, William Angliss Institute of TAFE and Victoria Police. HEAT has four intakes per year that caters to twelve students per program. Targeted to address youth unemployment in the municipality of Port Phillip, HEAT is specifically directed at 16 - 20 year olds. It provides a non-traditional avenue for learning and pre-employment preparation for those who may have experienced difficulties with traditional learning methods and education programs. Participants have the opportunity to gain industry specific skills and life skills training, a qualification, work experience, personal and group support and post program support, advice, referral and advocacy, as well as access to casual, part time or full time employment opportunities in the fast growing Port Phillip hospitality industry. This program offers a high level of support to its participants in order to ensure not only quality hospitality training, but also support in improving their health and self-esteem.

Project Participants: Cate Thompson, Inner Eastern Local Learning & Employment Network; Lachlan Sleeman, Proprieter, The Metropol Bar; Mark Rosser, Manager, St Kilda Youth Service; Inspector Chris Duthie, Victoria Police, Senior Sergeant David Jones, Victoria Police; Andrew Williamson, Manager, Angliss Youth Learning, William Angliss Institute of TAFE; Emma Crichton, Manager, HEAT, St Kilda Youth Service, Arnold Greiner, Chef / trainer, William Angliss Institute of TAFE; Amanda Anthonisz, Youth Support Worker; St Kilda Youth Service.

Nominated for 2006 Civic Project of the Year:

Community Winter Breakfast, Inner South Community Health Service

The Community Winter Breakfast aimed to develop a sense of community and social connectedness amongst diverse groups in the local community, whilst also providing a substantial and nutritious meal for more marginalised and disadvantaged members for the community. A winter breakfast has been delivered over the last 10 years by ISCHS (targeted to disadvantaged members of the community) but this is the first year that it was opened up to the whole community with the expanded aim of bringing diverse members the community and strengthening the sense of community in the local area. The project was lead by ISCHS and delivered in partnership with The Garden of Eden providing the venue and local community members and businesses volunteering time and goods. There was broad community participation from volunteers and businesses in all aspects of planning and running the breakfast. The project has had significant impacts on everyone involved, particularly the community volunteers who overwhelmingly reported that their involvement increased their awareness of the local community and the issues experienced by others, that it increased their own sense of wellbeing and value and own sense of social connectedness to the community.

Project Participants: Inner South Community Health Service; Garden of Eden; Cynthia Barnard; Sandra Stewart; Tony Stewart; Julia McKenna; Paul Thompson; Jenny Dunne; Brian Graf; Barbara Graf; Christina Gebhardt; Deb Whitechurch; Ripe The Organic Grocer, Albert Park; Brumby's Albert Park; Newspower Albert Park; Passionfoods, South Melbourne; IGA Supermarket, Albert Park;
Nominated for 2006 Civic Project of the Year:

Food and Garden, Port Phillip Community Group

Food and Garden provides opportunities for social interaction for isolated people, and people with complex needs. Reclusive residents of local Supported Residential Services (SRS) and rooming houses in particular, are encouraged to spend some time in a community environment where they can meet other people and find out about community resources. Food and Garden operates weekly from 10:30 to 1:30 pm, run by a community development worker, two support workers and a volunteer. Through this project, participants develop more confidence in their social skills, and slowly choose to increase their level of interaction with others, and with other activities in the house or in the area. Once people develop confidence in the group, they tend to participate in the activities. Although primarily catering to disabled and marginalised residents, the activity is open to all, and attracts a range of people. There is an added benefit to the broader community with local residents showing interest in the herb and vegetable gardens and making the effort to volunteer and be involved. The activity follows a playgroup and is followed by an Art class attended by people with and without disabilities. The result is that people meet and talk and interact and gain an understanding of the different sectors of our community.

Project Participants: Pia Hunter, Dagmar Lipka, Bill Kincaid, Vicky Hain, Anthea Teakle, Joe Szakmary, Colin Tuck-Lee, Frank Jupp, Bronwen Daddo, Julia Leonard, Joe Szakmary

Nominated for 2006 Civic Project of the Year:

Street Twinning Project, Port Phillip Community Group

The project was a local collaboration of the Port Phillip Community Group, the residents of Dundas Place, Albert Park, the residents of Freedom Road Sheffield England, and Monte Sinai Barrio in Esteli, Nicaragua. 21 May was decided as a date for a Street Party to take place in these three locations around the globe, and the three communities set about preparing decorations to send each other, and to learning more about each other. In Melbourne the project reached all residents of Dundas Place as well as children attending the Albert Park Primary School, approximately sixty people in all. Freedom Road would have contributed at least a further fifty participants, and the numbers in Esteli even greater. The project was geographically based rather than being targeted to a particular sector of the population. Within that it was thoroughly inclusive, catering to people of different ages, different socio economic groups, and of course, different nationalities. Participation options ranged from simply attending to organising and creative arts participation. This project strengthened the existing sense of community and gave residents a common purpose beyond themselves. There will be a lasting sense of goodwill between residents of the three cities. A video sent by Monte Sinai gave Dundas Place residents an insight and connection to the lives of people living in developing countries and through this project funds were raised and sent to this community that is still recovering from the devastating effects of Hurricane Mitch in 1998, which killed and injured thousands of people and left many more homeless.

Project Participants: Anthea Teakle, Port Phillip Community Group; Victoria Schnaedelbach; Chris Ellard; Katie Parkes; Helen Quick; Paul St John; Alison St John; Margaret Scarlett; Brian Scarlett;

Special Mentions 2006:

· Port Melbourne Tennis Club reached 121 years of continuous service to the Port Phillip Community

· Association Shalom reached 26 years continuous service to the Port Phillip community 

· South Melbourne Senior Citizens Club reached 57 years continuous service to the Port Phillip Community

· Elwood Auxiliary of the Alfred Hospital for providing 79 years of continuous service to the community and this year they wound up activities
· The passing of Mrs Olive Johnston, 8 November, 2006 at the age of 89
"Auntie Ol", as she was known, founded the St Kilda Boys and Girls  club (now known as the Police Citizens Youth Club) in 1947. Much of the Club's success must be, and is, attributed to Olive Johnston. She was one of society's unpraised, unpaid heroines. Under her guidance for over 40 years the club thrived and moved from the small meeting room in her own house (14 members), to the St Kilda Town Hall, then to its first permanent site in Frampton Street (250 members), then to its current location in Inkerman Street, St Kilda (450 members in 1977). 

Mrs. Olive Johnston’s dedication and commitment to helping youths was unsurpassed and noted by many. In 1969 Mrs Johnston was the recipient of the first ever City of St Kilda Civic award now known as the City of Port Phillip Civic Award. This award was the highest honor St Kilda could bestow. It marked community service of very high order and over a very long period of time and recipients hold the award for life. In 1979 Olive was awarded an Order of the British Empire (Civil) in the Australian Women and Imperial Honors for her youth involvement.

"When young people are ready to accept help they will ask for it; all you have to do is be there when they need you." Olive Johnston.

How to nominate in 2007

Civic Awards

Council's Civic Awards promote active citizenship in the City of Port Phillip by recognising and supporting the contribution that voluntary activity makes to build stronger communities. Local residents and local community organisations that have undertaken projects or activities that promote a better understanding and awareness in the community of what diversity, acceptance and citizenship mean can be nominated. 

Nominations will open 3 September 2007 and will be awarded on International Day of Volunteers, 5 December 2007.

For details including nomination forms, visit the website at http://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/civic_awards.html
Community Service Awards

Organisations reaching 25, 50 and 75 years of continuous community service will be presented with a framed Certificate of Achievement bearing the council seal. Organisations achieving 100, 125 and 150 years of continuous service will be presented with a bronze, silver or gold plaque for display at their premises. 

Awards will be presented at our annual Civic Awards event on 5 December, International Volunteer Day. Alternatively, if your organisation is holding its own special event to commemorate this milestone, the Award can be presented at your event by the Mayor (if available). 

If your organisation is reaching a milestone (or has already reached it but you have not received a Community Service Award), please send a letter to Community Development Policy & Programs Unit, City of Port Phillip, Private Bag No 3, St Kilda 3182 outlining which milestone you will be reaching.

For more information, contact the Community Development Policy & Programs Unit at the City of Port Phillip on 9209 6345 or email scpp@portphillip.vic.gov.au
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