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POWER TO NAME

The Local Government Act 1989, Section 206 and Schedule 10 (5) (naming of roads and numbering of premises), confers on Council the authority to name or re-name roads or lanes. When naming or re-naming roads or lanes, the Council must also abide by the guidelines set out in the Geographic Place Names Act 1998.  These guidelines also cover the naming or re-naming of reserves.

POLICY FRAMEWORK

Road names are required for property addressing, property identification, mapping, local government area management, emergency and statutory service provision and for tourism. The City of Port Phillip is committed to providing a safe City that is attractive to its residents, ratepayers and visitors. 

Where a name is required, the subsidiary nature of the named rights of way will generally be recognised by the name containing the suffix ‘Lane’.

Irrespective of how many properties may use the new street name as their address, conferral of a name does not infer any obligation on the Council to improve, upgrade or maintain the roadway beyond the level of service that preceded the naming of the road or lane.

A
REQUEST TO NAME AN UNNAMED LANE, ROAD OR RESERVE

A request to name a lane, road or reserve can be originated from the wider community or by Council officers. 

Naming requests initiated by individuals or organisations must be in writing and must include:

1. a detailed description of the location of the reserve, lane or road (preferably including plan of the location)

2. a reason why a name is required for the lane, road or reserve (in the case of a lane or road, see section B below)

3. If the application proposes a specific new name for the lane, road or reserve, the application must also be accompanied by:

(a) A description of the suggested name and why it is being proposed;

(b) An explanation of how the proposed name meets the selection criteria set out in section D;

(c) A list of at least ten Port Phillip residents (with addresses and signatures) who support the naming of the road, lane or reserve as per the application;

(d) If the proposal is for a commemorative naming after a person, details of the life and achievements of the person commemorated including:

· Full name, date of birth, date of death

· Occupation and education

· Civil and community achievements

· Honours and awards conferred

· Other material of historical interest

The application will be referred by Council officers to the Council only if the application meets these guidelines, including the criteria in section D and, in the case of a road or lane, section B 2. 

B
ASSESSMENT OF WHETHER  A NAME IS REQUIRED FOR AN UNNAMED ROAD, LANE OR RESERVE

1. Upon receipt of an application, the reserve, road or lane will be inspected by the City of Port Phillip to help determine whether or not the name is required, the relevance of a name given the locality plan and whether the provision of a name is required because properties have been constructed with their principal frontage onto the roadway. 

2. In the case of an unnamed road or lane, the City of Port Phillip Planning department will also be consulted for information and comments based on the following:

· If a Planning Permit has been issued for property development and the property has its sole abuttal onto the un-named lane AND

· Relying on a property address from the principal road might not provide sufficient identification for visitors and emergency services AND

· The property is part of a separately titled subdivision that is inaccessible via a currently named street or road (that is, the property has no alternative means of access) AND

· The property has letterboxes that front the unnamed lane and are not identifiable from the abutting named street or road.

3. Council will consider assigning a street name to a road or lane only if all of the criteria in 2 above are met.

C.
REQUEST TO RENAME AN ALREADY NAMED LANE, ROAD OR RESERVE

A request to rename a lane, road or reserve can be originated from the wider community or by Council officers.  

Naming requests initiated by individuals or organisations must be in writing and include: 

1. A detailed description of the location of the reserve, lane or road (preferably including plan of the location);

2. A reason why the lane, road or reserve should be renamed

3. A list of at least ten Port Phillip residents (with addresses and signatures) who support the renaming of the road, lane or reserve as per the application

4. Details and rationale for the proposed new name:

(a) A description of the suggested name and why it is being proposed

(b) An explanation of how the proposed name meets the selection criteria set out in section D

(c) If the proposal is for a commemorative naming after a person, details of the life and achievements of the person commemorated should include;

· Full name, date of birth, date of death

· Occupation and education

· Civil and community achievements

· Honours and awards conferred

· Other material of historical interest

The application will be referred by Council officers to the Council only if the application meets these guidelines. 

D.
SELECTION CRITERIA FOR NAMES
To address the imbalance of the types of names currently in use, new names will meet one or more of these selection criteria:

1. The role or contribution of Aboriginal people to Australia or to the City of Port Phillip.

2. The role of women in Australia.

3. The role of members of the Multicultural Community in the development of Australia. 

4. Recognition of important social, political and cultural events and issues relevant to Australian growth and development.

5. Reference to shared community history, in particular local areas of the City of Port Phillip.

Note: 

· It is not normal practice to name a reserve, road or lane after a living person.

· Where the proposal is for an Aboriginal name, the Geographic Place Names Act 1998 must be followed.

E.
COUNCIL PROCEDURES

1. If an application meets these guidelines it will be referred to Council for consideration.

2. In considering applications for naming or renaming a road, lane or reserve, the Council will consider these guidelines, community views and any other factors Council considers relevant.

3. If an Aboriginal name is proposed, the Council will consult with appropriate Aboriginal community members.

4. The Council will first decide whether to proceed with formal public consultation on the proposal, or whether to decline to further consider the proposal.   

5. If Council decides to proceed with the proposal it must conduct a formal public consultation process as follows:

(a) an advertisement will be placed in the local newspaper inviting comments from affected residents and the public. Letters will also be sent to abutting property owners and residents who may be affected by the proposal. Affected residents and the public have 14 days to lodge a submission to the Council. 

(b) Once the submission period has expired, and all submissions have been considered, Council officers will prepare a second report will be presented to Council for a final decision. The report will include details of all comments or submissions received. 

(c) Any person who has made a written submission will be advised of the time and date that Council will consider the matter and will be notified of their opportunity to address the Council prior to it making a decision.

(d) Council will then decide whether to approve or decline the proposal to name or rename a road, lane or reserve.

6. Once a final decision has been made, the Council will notify the applicant of the outcome. Anyone who made a submission, all abutting property owners and residents will also be notified of the Council’s decision.

7. If the Council has decided to name or rename the lane, road or reserve:

(a) an advertisement will be placed in a locally circulating newspaper notifying residents of the Council’s decision. An advertisement will also be placed in the Victoria Government Gazette to formalise the naming of the road.

(b) An internal memo will be sent to the following Council departments and units, advising of the new or amended name, and requesting action as required:

· Planning and Building;

· Central Records;

· Geographic Information System;

· Urban Services;

· Revenue Management;

· Standard Roads;

· Sustainable Transport; and

· Property and Valuations.

(c) Arrangements will be made to erect the street name signs.

(d) The Council will notify the Registrar of Geographic Names of the new or amended lane or road name.

(e) The Council will notify the following public authorities of the new or amended lane or road name;

	Place Names Committee
	Victoria Police

	Registrar of Geographic Place Names
	Victorian Ambulance Service

	Metropolitan Fire Brigade
	Victorian Electoral Commission

	Relevant Water Authority (Melbourne Water) GPO Box 4342, Melbourne VIC 3001
	State Emergency Service

	Relevant Gas Authority
	State Commissioner of Land Tax

	Relevant Electricity Authority
	Australian Electoral Commission

	Telstra / Optus
	Australia Post

	Vic Roads
	Street directories (Melways / UBD)

Melways – PO Box 737, Mt Waverley VIC 3149

	Other authorities or companies appropriate to the application
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